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BROOMFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 

 

A meeting of Broomfield Parish Council’s Civic Amenities Committee was held on Wednesday  

13
th

 May 2015 at 10.00a.m. in the Parish Council Office, Broomfield Village Hall, 158 Main Road, 

Broomfield 

 

Members’ Present: 

Also Present: 

Chairman Tranquada, Councillors Garwood, Smith and Thomson 

Mrs Wendy Martin (Deputy Clerk) and 1 member of the public 

Public Question Time:  A member of the public explained that in the past having seating near to the 

Church had caused problems with youths in the village which had resulted in damage caused to the 

surrounding properties. The seat was eventually removed.  

472. Apologies for absence 

No apologies of absence were received 

473. Declarations of Interest  

Councillor Garwood declared an interest in minute number 482a. 

474. To approve Minutes and matters arising from last meeting 8
th

 April 2015 

The minutes were duly approved and signed by the Chairman. 

475. Allotment Site 

a. Review of allotment waiting list 

The Deputy Clerk informed members that there was one person on the waiting list hoping to move 

to Broomfield in the near future and that there were vacant plots at the present time. 

b. Email received to review the criteria for allocating allotment plots 

An email had been received regarding additional users on the Tenancy Agreement. At present any 

additional user that is listed on the Agreement holds no right to the plot once the main user for 

whatever reason no longer wishes to maintain it. After a lengthy discussion the Committee decided 

that when the named tenant decides to give up the plot it will then be offered to the additional user 

as named on the Tenancy Agreement. 

The Tenancy Agreement will be amended when renewals are sent out at the end of 2015. 

ACTION: Deputy Clerk to amend Tenancy Agreement 

c. To consider what to do with the compost in the storage area  

Due to the fact that blighted material had been placed on the compost heap it had been covered and 

left to rot down for a period of three years. This means that the spores would no longer be active. It 

was decided that the Chairman would look at the compost and see if it would be suitable for use by 

allotment holders.  

d. To consider restricting bonfires 

Issues had been raised over bonfires on the allotment site. The Committee decided that an email be 

sent to allotment holders stating that bonfires would be allowed providing that they were 

supervised at all times and extinguished before leaving the site. Information would also be placed 

on the notice board on the allotment site. 

ACTION: Deputy Clerk to send email and put notice on board and also contact other 

councils regarding bonfires on allotment sites 
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e. To consider allowing permanent structures (fruit cages)  

It had been brought to the attention of the Chairman that a fruit cage had been made of heavy duty 

wooden posts. All members agreed that this is acceptable as long as the posts were only pushed 

into the ground. 

The Committee had concerns regarding the clearing of plots when a tenant no longer wished to 

maintain the allotment. It was suggested that a holding deposit of £25.00 be required for all new 

allotment holders to ensure that the plot be cleared of all debris and waste material at the end of the 

agreement. It will be refunded once that Committee is happy with the condition the plot had been 

left. 

ACTION: Deputy Clerk to contact other Councils regarding the criteria for holding deposits   

476. Parsonage Green  

a. Response received re Parsonage Green Culvert if applicable 

No further information had been received. 

The Committee decided to write to the owner of Parsonage Barn thanking him for reinstating part 

of Parsonage Green by the new wall. 

ACTION: Clerk to send letter 

477. Financial Matters 

a. To consider any purchases under budget headings 

b. To consider purchasing 20 tonne of road scalpings at a cost of £250.00 plus VAT for use on 

the allotment site 

The Committee decided to order the scalpings to come from the Allotment Miscellaneous budget. 

c. To consider the purchase of a dog waste bin to be placed north of Court Road 

The Chairman would gather further information regarding the siting of the bin. 

d. To consider the relocation of the dog bin on David Smith field away from the exercise 

equipment  

The Committee decided to relocate the dog waste bin to the area near to the Village Hall bin store. 

ACTION: Deputy Clerk to obtain quote for the relocation from Chelmsford City Council and 

seek permission from the Secretary of the Village Hall Charity 

e. To consider purchasing an outdoor table tennis table at a cost of approximately £1,800.00 (to 

be funded by CIF Grant) 

After a lengthy discussion it was decided not to purchase this item at the present time. 

f. To consider electrical inspection at the barn at a cost of £250.00 

All members agreed to the inspection being carried out. The Committee decided to seek 

information regarding the condition of the barn and if maintenance was required. 

ACTION: Deputy Clerk to arrange a date for inspection and to arrange for an inspection of 

the barn. 

478. Centenary Wood – to receive update Cllr Tranquada 

The Chairman informed members that the bluebells were in full flower and that the new benches 

were due to arrive shortly. A discussion took place regarding the height of the benches and it was 

decided that the Deputy Clerk find out information regarding supports being used to raise them up 

slightly. 

ACTION: Deputy Clerk to obtain information 

479. Parish Paths Partnership (P3) – to receive update Cllr Tranquada 

The Five Greens walk was discussed and it was decided that this would take place towards the end 

of the year and that an article would be placed in Broomfield Times and advertised in the Village. 
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There being no further business the Chairman thanked members for attending and 

closed the meeting at 11.45a.m.  

 

 

480. To receive Health & Safety Inspections  

No health and safety issues to report at the present time. 

481. Items of information from the Chairman 

The Chairman discussed the possibility of a skip on the allotment site and all agreed that this item 

would be placed on the September Civic Amenities agenda. 

ACTION: Deputy Clerk to put on future agenda 

482. Correspondence Received (if any) 

a. Letter received requesting seating on Church Green & email from resident 

This item had been taken at the beginning of the meeting. 

Councillor Garwood declared an interest in this item. 

The Parish Council had received a petition and also received comments at the recent Annual Parish 

meeting regarding providing seating on Church Green and following on from this letter had been 

received from a Church Green resident raising their objections to this. 

Councillors were advised that in the past there had been a bench near to the Church but it was 

removed due to the fact that it was attracting youths which were a nuisance to local residents and 

they caused damage to the surrounding area. 

The Chairman stated that the Civic Amenities Committee would not make a decision on this matter 

and pointed out that seating had been requested in the whole of the Village, not just on Church 

Green. It would form part of the overall strategy of Broomfield Parish to be taken into 

consideration. The Chairman thanked the member of the public for attending the meeting. 


