
TIMES
Issue 41 | Spring 2015 News & events from your Parish Council

Broomfield Cottage Gardeners’ Society
The longest surviving society in Broomfield

Contacts   �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  � page 4
In Council   �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  � page 6
Annual Parish Meeting�  �  �  �  �  �  � page 7
Village Diary �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  page 12

Church Services   �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  page 14
Outdoor Pursuits�  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  pages 22-32
Sport   �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  pages 34-35
Village Hall�  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  pages 36-41

see pages 28-32

Inside this issue…

new look

Broomfield





3

www.broomfieldessex.org f find us on Facebook

The views expressed in any published content are solely 
those of the contributors. The Publishers and Broomfield 
Parish Council accept no responsibility for the accuracy 
of any information contained in the publication. The 
contents of this magazine including images may not 
be copied, reproduced, distributed, downloaded or 
displayed in any form or by any means without the prior 
written permission of Broomfield Parish Council and/or 
Community Ad Web Ltd. Unless otherwise specified, the 
authors of the literary and artistic works in the pages in 
this magazine have asserted their moral right pursuant 
to Section 77 of the Copyright Designs and Patents Act 
1988 to be identified as the author of those works. The 
Publishers reserve the right not to publish a submission 
or part of a submission that they consider defamatory or 
otherwise inappropriate for publication.

Published by 
Community Ad Web Ltd 

01843 834160
email info@communityad.co.uk 
web www.communityad.co.uk

To advertise please call 
Dan on 01843 294187

LOCAL
A big thank you goes out 
to all the local businesses 
that have advertised and 

supported Broomfield Times. 
Please support local 

businesses and mention 
Broomfield Times when 

responding to advertisers.

BUSINESSES

PLEASE SUPPORT
Welcome to the “new look” 
Broomfield Times. 
We hope you like the format -  

we have tried to preserve the 
unique feel of previous editions 
and bring you all the latest news 
and information about events and 
activities in the Parish. 
Changing publishers will free up funds to 
spend in the community. If you would like to 
influence how these and other funds are spent 
come along to the Annual Parish Meeting 
on the 22nd April where you will have an 
opportunity to have your say. You can find 
further details about this event on page 7.
In this Spring edition we’re focussing on 
outdoor activities. For the walkers there is 
a map of the Broomfield Parish footpaths,  
details of the P3 group who walk and 
maintain the footpaths each month plus 
Broomfield Footpath Society’s programme of 
walks for 2015 (page 26).
Gardeners can find out about events being 
organised by the Cottage Gardeners Society 
(page 24) plus a feature article, courtesy 
of Margaret Tranquada, on the history of 
the Society’s annual show. This ties in with 
another Parish Council initiative to collect 
and record the memoirs of some of the older 
residents in the village (page 17) If you or 
someone you know would be prepared to  
talk about growing up and living in 
Broomfield then please get in touch with  
the Parish Office.
The Village Hall continues to go from strength 
to strength with a host of regular activities as 
well as individual fund raising events. Please 
come along and support these as they raise 
valuable funds to maintain and improve this 
excellent village facility. 
Selina Matthews

Welcome…
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Parish & County Council

Parish Councillors
Ros Smith Chairman 
Geof Garwood Vice Chairman 
John Blake Planning 
Trevor Jones Broomfield Village Hall Charity 
Tim Tranquada Civic Amenities 
Les Steed | Angela Thomson | Jean Wrenn 
Gerry Cockram Finance & General Purposes 
Peter Carter | Ray Mullender 
Wendy Daden | John Barnes
Karen Hurrell Clerk 
Parish Office, 158 Main Road, Broomfield, 
CM1 7AH q441660 
Eclerk@broomfieldpc.org.uk
Parish Councillors can be contacted through 
the Parish Office. Office hours are Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday 10.30am - 12.30pm (answer 
machine available out of office hours)

City Councillors
Brian Patient  
Alexander Mews, Sandon, CM2 7TT 
q01245 478465
Sandra Pontin 
3 Mandeville Way, Broomfield, CM1 7HN 
q07930 105745
Graham Pooley 
c/o Civic Centre, Duke Street, CM1 1JE 
Egraham.pooley@chelmsford.gov.uk 
q07940 576825

County Councillor
John Aldridge 33 East View, Writtle, CM1 3NN 
q 421524 

MP
Saffron Walden Constituency 
Sir Alan Haselhurst MP  
The Old Armoury, Saffron Walden,  
Essex CB10 1JN q01799 506349
Monthly Surgeries 
There will be no MP surgeries from the end of 
March until after the general election in May 
when the MP for our district will be elected.

Community Policing
Report forms for the confidential reporting 
of an incident or problem available from the 
Parish Office. 
Broomfield Community Police Officer 
PCSO Karen Calleja 71853  
E karen.calleja@essex.pnn.police.uk  
Contact number for PCSOs 07817 454525 
Non-emergency number 101  
or via website www.essex.police.uk

Editorial Committee
Selina Matthews Editor 
Cllr. Peter Carter | Cllr. Wendy Daden 
Cllr. Geof Garwood Sports Editor 
Cllr. Jean Wrenn | Cllr. Ros Smith
Whilst Broomfield Times is supported by the 
Broomfield Parish Council, the views expressed 
within it are not necessarily those of the 
Council. Please note that the Parish Council do 
not recommend or vet advertisers.
Contributions
Contributions to future editions are welcome. 
E selina.matthews@tiscali.co.uk  
or send hard copy to the Editor c/o The Parish 
Office, 158 Main Road, Broomfield, CM1 7AH 
q 01245 441660  
Articles accompanied by photographs are 
particularly welcome. Please send either 
professional prints or email full-size JPG files.
Copy Dates
n	Summer issue dates will be April 24, 

distributed late May
n	Autumn issue dates will be 24 July 

distributed late August.

General Notes
•	Free	dog	waste	bags	and	further	supply	of	

plastic bottle bags plus cardboard and paper 
sacks and graffiti removal kits available from 
Parish Office.

•	Please	refer	any	play	area	problems	or	
incidents to the Parish Office.

Broomfield Contacts



01245 445111
07793 321432

Construction, 
Refurbishment

and Electrical 
Contractors

Bathrooms & Kitchens
Extensions

Refurbishments
Landscaping

Porches & Outbuildings
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Local Policing
The Parish Council have concerns regarding the 
level of cutbacks seen in local policing, which 
has seen a much reduced local service. It has 
been agreed that Councillor Garwood will meet 
with PCSO Calleja on a monthly basis to discuss 
any local issues.  Future “ street meetings” will 
be held in more convenient locations i.e. the 
Parish monthly Coffee Morning at Broomfield 
Village Hall and outside Broomfield Primary 
School during drop-off time. 

Planning
Apart from considering a number of individual 
planning applications the Parish Council have 
continued to represent the views and concerns 
of the parishioners regarding the new housing 
developments.  This has included attending 
Chelmsford Planning Committee meetings 
where issues relating to traffic and surface water 
drainage from the proposed development at 
Hollow Lane/North Copperfield Road were 
raised.  
Village Hall and Civic Amenities
It was reported the New Year’s Eve Party 
was a great success and various events are 
being organised for 2015.  Funding for a new 
roundabout to be installed in Angel Meadow 
Play Area has also been secured which is 
suitable for disabled and able bodied children.

Traffic and road safety
The increased volume of  traffic both within and 
around the village continues to be a challenge. 
Several parishioners attended the meeting 
in February to raise concerns regarding road 
safety to pedestrians and other road users. 
This matter will be discussed at the next 
Planning Committee when requests will be put 
forward to the Local Highways Panel (LHP).  
Members of the public are encouraged to 
provide evidence and information to support 
the Parish Council in their efforts to get these 
issues resolved by extending speed restrictions, 
improving visibility and widening pavements. 

Communications
A Communications Working Party has now 
been established to consider and take forward 
initiatives to communicate more effectively 
with parishioners. One of their tasks will be 
to promote and organise the Annual Parish 
Meeting (not  to be confused with the AGM!) 
on 22nd April (see separate notice) where 
parishioners will have an opportunity to raise 
any concerns and shape future spending policy 
within the parish.  This will be a very informal 
meeting so come along and share your views! 

Play Schemes for 2015
It was agreed to fund two sessions during the 
Easter Holidays and five sessions during the 
Summer holidays – there will be no charge to 
attendees. The sessions cost £100 and it was 
agreed to pay for this and for a couple of ‘extras’ 
up to the cost of £1000.

In Council
Parish Council meetings take place every third Wednesday at 7.30pm in Broomfield 
Village Hall - members of the public are welcome to attend and there is a 10 minute Public 
Question Time at the start of the meeting for any questions to be put forward to the Parish 
Council for consideration. Three meetings have taken place since the last edition of the 
Broomfield Times and a summary of the main topics discussed can be found below.

Parish Council
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Parish Council

How The System Works 
Developers are obliged to provide community facilities. 
We want them to give you what you want to enhance the 
village. The Parish Council will play an active role.

Saftey
How can we create a safer village?  The Parish Council 
would appreciate your views, especially regarding 
pavements and cycle paths. 

Broomfield Teenagers
•	Would	you	like	a	new	development	space	to	include	a	

BMX track, skateboard facility?
•	Where should the kickwall be for better access? 
•	Would	you	like	your	own	youth	club,	iPad	or	Minecraft	

group? 
•	Would	you	like	to	be	on	a	youth	council	to	influence	

opportunities in Broomfield?

Contact
We would love the village to get together on Wednesday 22 
April to have a chat about improvements. If you are unable 
to make that date please let us know your views either on 
the Parish Facebook page f or 
write to the Communications Committee at 
c/o The Parish Office, 158 Main Road,  
Broomfield CM1 7AH 
In person: White post box for suggestions  
located outside Broomfield Village Hall. 
Email: clerk@broomfieldpc.org.uk
Also, watch out for a survey in the very near future about 
how you would like facilities in Broomfield developed.

Making Broomfield Even Better!
Annual Parish Meeting & social evening
Wednesday 22 April at 2-4pm & 7-9pm, Broomfield Village Hall

The Parish Council is improving the village facilities. Using money from developers, we’ll soon be 
able to pay off the cost of the newly refurbished Village Hall. Now we’re starting to plan how to use 
future opportunities to make Broomfield an even better place to live. We want to hear your views, 
so please come and tell us! Display boards will be available from 2-4pm on 22 April, to welcome 
children’s ideas and anyone who may not be available in the evening.

Preserving open spaces? 
Picnic tables and benches? 
Planting flowers?

More facilities for young people? 
Outdoor equipment?  
Clubs ?

Making the village a safer place 
for walking and cycling?  
Reducing traffic speed?

WHAT IS YOUR PRIORITY?    

OR SOMETHING ELSE? OUR VILLAGE - OUR FUTURE



If you are looking for an alternative to 
residential care or extra support for 
those everyday tasks that are becoming 
difficult for you or a loved one – then 
we’re here to help - from 30 minutes 
per week to Live-in Care.

Our local care team has been providing 
award winning quality homecare since 
1989 and can help with: personal care, 
housekeeping, help getting around or 
even to provide a break to an existing 
family member or care-giver.

To find out how we can help you, 
call: 01245 895 596 or 
visit: www.helpinghands.co.uk

Do you need a Helping Hand?

The Home Care Specialists

• Hot Road Tar and all types of chippings for industrial car parks and farm drives
Experienced and reliable work - assured references available

• Tree Surgery
• Hedge Cutting
• Tree Removal

• Driveways & Patios
• Tar & Gravel Drives
• Tarmacadam Drives

D&L Landscapes Ltd

q01621 891431 n07903 136451

www.dandllandscapes.co.uk

Landscaping, Treework, Fencing, Driveway Cleaning,
Driveways, Tarmacadam, Turfing and Bespoke Projects

Wayside, Plains Road, Little Totham, Nr Maldon, Essex CM9 8JF • 7 day cooling-off period, if required

Einfo@dandllandscapes.co.uk
REGISTERED
WASTE
CARRIER

PUBLIC LIABILITY
INSURANCE

ALL ASPECTS OF GROUNDWORK AND GARDENING SERVICES

EST 1995
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There has not been a lot of maintenance needed in the 
wood at this time of the year so the willing volunteers have 
spent their time working elsewhere in the village. We cut 
back the vegetation by the wide pathway at the back of the 
children’s playground to keep this ‘access route’ open for 
appropriate vehicles. 
We have also weeded an area at the boundary between the 
Village Hall car park and the Angel’s car park. We came 
across a number of bulbs so should expect a colourful 
display in the spring. 

Parish Pathways Partnership (P3)
The P3 group of volunteers have been busy putting in 
some new way-marker posts on footpaths in the north of 
the parish near Woodhouse Lane. 
We also investigated the footpath which links Patching 
Hall lane to Berwick Avenue as this footpath was closed 
during the major building works of the new development. 
Most of this footpath has now had tarmac put down with 
just a small section in the middle to be completed.

5 Greens
The village volunteers carried out some maintenance work 
around the ditch area of Parsonage green by Elm Close. 
There are drainage problems at present although we have 
been told that they are ‘in the pipe line’ to be resolved.

Play-area
We have good news to report! We have been successful in 
our bid for a grant to help install a children’s roundabout 
in our play-area. The special roundabout enables any child 
in a wheelchair to access the roundabout alongside able 
bodied friends. We hope to hear soon about the start date 
for installation. 
The catalogue picture (right) shows the style of roundabout 
which will soon be added to our play-area.

Allotments
If you wish to put your name down on the waiting list for 
a half plot on the allotment site then please contact the 
Parish office.
Tim Tranquada

Civic Amenities Report 
Centenary Wood

Parish Council
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Essex Energy Switch
In Essex this initiative has been hugely 
successful after attracting just shy of 9,000 
households over the past 12 months, with an 
average saving of over £200 per household. 
Essex as a county has gained the highest 
collective sign-up across the UK. All tariffs 
being offered to residents through the Essex 
Energy Switch are bespoke and according to 
IChoosr UK (UK expert in collective energy 
switching) initial indications are that, based 
on average usage, these are the best deals 
obtainable anywhere in the UK. Although the 
latest auction has now closed if you need further 
information for the next visit www.essex.gov.uk/
Pages/Energy-Switch.aspx 

County Council Budget 2015/16 
The proposed Essex County Council budget will 
freeze Council Tax for the fifth successive year. 
Some of the key elements of the budget include:
•	Investing	£131	million	in	the	County’s	

highways and transportation network. 
•	Investing	£79	million	to	provide	3,000	

additional primary school places in 2015/2016.
•	Investing	£32	million	for	transport	including	

local bus routes and community transport.

•	Starting	a	five-year	programme	to	develop	
flood defences.

•	Ensuring	there	is	superfast	broadband	for	our	
communities and businesses.

•	Supporting	vulnerable	people	to	live	as	
independently as possible. 

For more information on Council Tax visit  
www.essex.gov.uk/Your-Council/Council-
Spending/council-tax/Pages/Council 
%20Tax.aspx 

Testing begins at Basildon waste plant
Testing of equipment and processes has 
commenced at the Mechanical Biological 
Treatment (MBT) plant in Basildon, ahead of 
its official opening later this year. The plant will 
process household waste from across the County 
reducing the release of harmful greenhouse 
gases and be a major step towards the move 
away from sending our waste to landfill.
When opened, the local community and schools 
from all over Essex will be able to visit the 
Plant’s Visitor Centre to learn about the 
importance of recycling in our communities. 
For more information visit www.ubbessex.
co.uk/residual-waste-treatment-facility-begins-
commissioning-of-plant

From the County Council
For problems concerning County Council matters please contact John Aldridge on 01245 421524  
or email cllr.john.aldridge@essex.gov.uk

Rosalind
GUNNING

BA MSc MCSP

Backache? A pulled muscle?
Painful neck and shoulders?
You may need physiotherapy
A Chartered Physiotherapist could assess 
your problem and help you to get better
Call 01245 441277 for an appointment
A fully accredited, independent practice

Chartered & state registered physiotherapist

debbie@justthespot.co.uk
Debbie Fawcett MAR

Just The Spot Reflexology

07876 011377 www.justthespot.co.uk

Reflexology is a relaxing 
treatment that can help to detox 
and balance the body, assist with 
a wide variety of conditions and 
improve general wellbeing

Home visits available*

*Subject to location, a surcharge may apply

County Council



Essex Community Messaging 
(ECM) has been launched 
to give residents in Essex a 
chance to receive up to date 
information via email, text or 
voice message. This information 
comes directly from Essex Police officers, Essex 
Watch liaison officers and other partners, 
including Neighbourhood Watch. 
Free of charge and specifically designed for 
Essex residents, the messaging system is jointly 
funded by the Police and Crime Commissioner, 
and money seized from criminals under the 
Proceeds of Crime Act.
ECM gives you the option to select the 
information that you want to receive. This is 
used to make you aware of issues happening in 
your area and offering you advice.
Nick Alston, Police and Crime Commissioner 
for Essex, said: “Essex Community Messaging 
will get key crime and crime prevention 
information out to communities faster than 
ever before. It will also improve the two-way 
flow of information about community safety 
between Essex Police, Neighbourhood and 
other Watch groups, and the people of Essex.
“ECM will provide a crucial new channel for 
keeping our communities safe. I urge everyone 
to register now for ECM”.
Alan Johnson, Chair of the Essex County 
Neighbourhood Watch Association, said: 
“We’re delighted that we now have a brand 
new messaging system, and look forward to 
improving our ability to help Essex Police 
reduce the level of crime across our county”.
Whether it’s involving local people in the 
search for a vulnerable missing person or 
simply to pass on advice on how to keep safe, 
ECM will transform the speed and effectiveness 
of communication across Essex.
You can sign up to ECM on  
www.essexcommunitymessaging.org, or visit 
www.essex.police.uk for more information.

ECM News

Extensive range of 
domestic and commercial

security systems
in Chelmsford, Essex

Thorndon Security

Your Security
is Our Priority

www.thorndonsecurity-essex.co.uk

01245 475476
email thorndonalarms@aol.com

We pride ourselves 
on our workmanship 
and being able to 
meet the needs of 
our clients

Intruder Alarms
Fire Alarms

Access Control
CCTV Systems
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APRIL
1 Broomfield Village Hall Coffee Morning, 

10.45 to 12.30
2 Play in the Park, Angel Meadow/

Broomfield Village Hall, 1.30 to 3.30pm
2-5 Easter Services, see separate entry
8 Play in the Park, Angel Meadow/

Broomfield Village Hall, 10am-12noon 
8  U3A “Pounds, shillings and poverty; 

London history” - David Williams 1.30pm 
Broomfield Village Hall

8 BRUMFELDA: Geology of Broomfield,  
Ian Mercer and Ros Smith  
Broomfield Village Hall, 7pm

15 PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 7.30pm 
Broomfield Village Hall. Public Question 
Time at the beginning of the meeting

22 Annual Parish Meeting,  
Broomfield Village Hall 2-4pm and 7-9pm 
with refreshments

25 BROOMFIELD COTTAGE GARDENERS’ 
SOCIETY - coach trip to RHS 
Wisley in Surrey. Details at www.
broomfieldcottagegardenerssociety.co.uk

MAY
6  Broomfield Village Hall Coffee Morning, 

10.45 to 12.30
10  BROOMFIELD COTTAGE GARDENERS’ 

SOCIETY Plant Sale at The Barn, 
Broomfield Allotment Site, 10am-1pm.

13 U3A AGM & “Fakes & forgeries” Tim 
Turner 1.30pm Broomfield Village Hall.

19 May Fayre St Mary’s Church, 11-3pm
20 PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 7.30pm 

Broomfield Village Hall. Public Question 
Time at the beginning of the meeting

JUNE
3 Broomfield Village Hall Coffee Morning, 

10.45 to 12.30
10 U3A Monthly Meeting 1.30pm  

Broomfield Village Hall “My wife and I are 
one and I am he” - Margaret Rogers

10 BRUMFELDA: tba Village Hall, 7pm
13  Family Disco, Broomfield Village Hall,  

6.30-9.30pm
17 PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 7.30pm 

Broomfield Village Hall. Public Question 
Time at the beginning of the meeting

Village Diary
Various activities including Karate, Bingo, Bridge Club, Aerobics, Women’s  Institute, Carpet Bowls, 
slimming clubs and children’s activities take place in the Broomfield Village Hall on a weekly basis - 
please telephone the Village Hall 01245 443902, email broomfieldcc@live.com  or have a look on 
the website www.broomfieldessex.org/broomfield-village-hall-inform/ for more information.  

Community

If you are partially sighted you can register with the RNIB and they will translate The 
Broomfield Times into braille or onto CD for you. 
Call 0303 1234 555 to join the RNIB; there is a small fee of £15 per year.
If you would like help with this please contact Cllr Daden through the Parish Office and 
she will guide you through the process

Broomfield Times in Braille
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Palm Sunday - 29 March
•	10.30am	St.	Leonard’s	Hall	Palm	Procession,	

blessing of Palm Crosses

Holy Week reflections
•	St.	Mary’s	Church	7-8pm 

Monday 30 March 
Tuesday 31 March 
Wednesday 1 April

Maundy Thursday - 2 April
•	St.	Mary	w.	St.	Leonard’s	Church 

6pm Cedar Meal 
7pm Eucharist  
with washing of feet and The Watch

Easter Services
Methodist Church, Main Road and  
St. Mary w. St. Leonard, Church Green

Community

Good Friday - 3 April
•	Joint	service	and	walk	of	witness	through	

the village 10am at Broomfield Methodist 
Church, finishing at St. Mary w. St. Leonard’s 
Church at 11.15am (hot cross buns and drinks 
served at the end of the service) 

•	St.	Mary’s	Church	2pm 
Reflections at the foot of the cross

Easter Eve - 4 April
•	Methodist	Church 

Easter reflections 10am-12noon

Easter Day - 5 April
•	St.	Mary	w.	St.	Leonard’s	Church	-	8am	 

Holy Communion; 10.30am Parish Eucharist 
with renewal of Baptismal vows; 
6.30pm Evening prayer

•	The	Methodist	Church	8.30am	Holy	
Communion; 10.30am All age worship to 
celebrate Easter Day. All are welcome

STALLS, RAFFLE, TOMBOLA, 
KIDS GAMES, PLAYBUS, 
CAKES, BEER, PUB LUNCHES
‘BROOMFIELD’S’ GOT TALENT’, 
CHARRIOT COMPETITIONS, 
CHURCH TOURS, BBQ, 
REFRESHMENTS, AND MORE! 

www.danburyfencing.com 01376 502020
Witham

visit
our

online
shop

M. LUCKING & SONS
Independent Family Funeral Directors
Let Our Family Look After Your Family

Chelmsford: 01245 353733
195 NEW LONDON ROAD, CHELMSFORD, CM2 0AE

SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR OVER 360  YEARS

www.mluckingandsons.co.uk
email: enquiries@mluckingandsons.co.uk

PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLANS BY

DAY & NIGHT SERVICE
PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST

HORSE DRAWN FUNERALS
PRE-NEED FUNERAL PLANS





16

f find us on Facebook www.broomfieldessex.org

Broomfield Branch of the Royal British Legion 
is located in Saxon Way and comprises a Branch 
responsible for welfare and administration of 
the Poppy Appeal locally, with a social club 
sharing the same premises. 
Committee members are appointed and 
volunteers welcomed to ensure the smooth 
and efficient running of the RBL in Broomfield. 
We are pleased to announce that yet again, 
despite stiff opposition we have been selected 
as winners of the Tritton Trophy for Branch 
efficiency.
This success cannot be achieved without a 
committee oiling the cogs and smoothing the 
way. The Branch is currently without a formal 
Welfare officer and the Standard Bearer wishes 
to retire before his centenary. If either of these 
prestigious positions are of interest please 
come and meet us and we’ll give you the “Gen”. 

Alternatively you can contact us on 01245 
268172.
The village club format of the social club is 
proving popular, particularly the envelope draw 
on Friday evenings. A programme of Spring 
entertainment is shown below.  Remember, you 
do not have to be ex-Service to join us.
 March 14  Mel Walker Singer
 March 28  Ian Jordan Singer
 April 4 Gary Gee  Singer
 April 18  Susie M Singer
 May 3 Cabaret Tickets req’d
 May 16 Bob Whiting Singer
 Every Sunday Bingo at 8pm
 Every Friday envelope raffle  
  to win BIG money
Dougal Clifford

Was it the wine or the fruit juice that was on 
offer?  Was it the display of Roman finds from 
Dragonsfoot? Was it the promise of what was 
to come, including an inspiring Talk by Essex 
based Anglo-Saxon expert, Steve Pollington 
that attracted Brumfelda’s members and friends 
to their AGM in January?  Chat to a member 
and you’ll get some answers!  Or make contact 
via email, brumfelda@gmail.com Subsequently 
Steve’s Talk was attended by nearly 50 people.  
Broomfield’s Lost Prince, re-discovered in 
1888 arose from the ‘barrow’ once more, (no, 
not a wheel-barrow!) as we fully envisioned 
his ancient weapons, gold ornaments, 
glassware and buckets, even minute traces 
of cloth, and of course, shining brightly, 
Broomfield’s own jewel. (see picture)

At the time of writing a skirmish is taking place 
as members jostle to be one of twenty people to 
visit the British Museum on 20th April – there 
to get a special viewing of these Anglo Saxon 
finds.  
Both our archaeological sites lie beneath 
our earth.  On the 8th April, in the Village 
Hall,  Geologists, Ian  Mercer and Ros Smith 
will give us a deeper insight into exactly what 
lies beneath us whenever we stroll around 

greater Broomfield.  Oops! Better 
mind our steps!

Robin Marchal

Royal British Legion - Broomfield Branch

Brumfelda 
Broomfield’s Local History Group

Community
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GIVING AWAY  
A FREE DURALINE 
BLUETOOTH  
SPEAKER SHELF 
WORTH £99 (INC. VAT)* 

Visit our showroom 
today & let us 
help you find your 
dream bathroom

Giving you 
something to 
wake up for...

MKM CHELMSFORD  
DUKES PARK INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, ESSEX CM2 6TE 
01245 399 711 | mkmbs.co.uk  fl
OPEN Mon-Fri 7:00-5:00 Sat 7:30-noon

*with every bathroom purchase over 
£999 (+ VAT) whilst stocks last, not in 
conjunction with any other offer. Offer 
valid from 1st February 2015 to 31st March 
(or until stocks last).

NEW RANGE OF  
DECORATIVE HEATING

BATHROOM SUITES  
& SHOWER ENCLOSURES

We have many people living in Broomfield today 
who were born in the village, attended the local 
schools, worked in the local area and married 
and brought up their families in the village.
Councillors Tim Tranquada and Geof Garwood 
wanted to capture some of their stories and 
memories on video for the village archive.
On Wednesday 11th February 2015 we invited 
Betty Mullender, Joyce Ashford, John Latham 
and Michael Wiffen to the Village Hall for a 
collective trip down memory lane.
During the sessions, as one of the guests talked 
about a memory of the school or of socialising 
in the Town it would trigger off another guest’s 

memory and the story would be embellished 
with more details. The gathering was broken 
down into sections of recollections of: where 
you were born and up to the age of 5; early 
schooling; leaving school and first employment 
and their courting and entertainment activities.
The videos, hopefully, will be available on the 
Village web page for all to see.
We hope to run additional sessions and if  
you wish to be involved or you wish to suggest  
a ‘likely’ candidate then please contact the 
Parish Office.
Tim Tranquada & Geof Garwood

Broomfield Parish Council’s  
Living History Project

TO ADVERTISE please call John on 01843 292658

Community
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Pensioners’ Lunch

Apply to Sarah Clark on behalf of St Mary’s Church, Broomfield.   
Tel: 07920 815709  or e-mail sezzymay@talktalk.net

‘ENTRY’ CLOSING DATE:  2ND MAY.  

Nearly 90 parishioners enjoyed 
the annual Pensioners’ Lunch 
on Wednesday 25th February in 
Broomfield Village Hall.  A lovely 
meal was cooked and beautifully 
served by Chicks Catering 
- many compliments were 
received!  Thanks to Broomfield 
Orthodontist and Woollards 
Charity for their kind donations 
and to Broomfield Fish & Chip 
Shop and the Councillors who 
supplied gifts for the free raffle. 
Thanks also to Karen, Kathryn, 
Tabs, Margaret Tranquada and 
Councillors Tim Tranquada, Les 
Steed, Geof Garwood and Ray 
Mullender for help with serving 
the wine! 

Community

The catering team from Chicks Catering

Councillor Tranquada welcoming guests
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Ray Barford
Keeping it in the family  
for 70 years
Ray Barford has cultivated his 
plot on the allotment site since 
1957 having taken it over from 
his elder brother, Ron, who took 
on the plot on leaving the Army 
in 1945.
Ray, who now lives in Church 
Avenue was born in Ridley Road, 
Broomfield in 1931. He attended 
Broomfield Primary School until 
the age of 14 then went to work 
in the Grocer’s Shop in School 
Lane. He served for 5 years 
in the Grenadier Guards and 
then spent 35 years working in 
Smithfield Meat Market. 

Community

S New aerial & satellite installations
S Aerial & satellite repairs
S Extra TV points
S TV wall mounting
S System design & install
S Freesat & YouView installations

Andy’s Aerials
Essex CM4  Your local aerial installer

Freephone 0800 77 97 047 
Mobile 07916 305 977
Mobile Local Rate 0333 900 333 2
Email andy@andysaerial.com
www.andysaerials.com

Family-run business with 
over 20 years of experience

Trading Standards  
1st Approved Aerial Installer
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Jack and Jill Pre-School had a very busy autumn 
term and have lots of activities planned for this 
term as well. We have had lots of new children 
settling in and are all looking forward to our 
Easter activities.
Recently the Pre-school’s Thursday afternoon 
session, which is solely for the children who will 
be attending school this academic year, enjoyed 
an outing to the local park. On the way we called 
at the fish & chip shop to buy some chips which 
we then shared out into cones the children had 
made in the morning session. All the children 
loved this and then enjoyed playtime at the 
park. These outings are a regular event and are 
popular with both children and staff alike. 
Jack and Jill Pre-school is located behind the 
Methodist Church on Main Road. It is open all 
day on a Mon, Thurs and Fri from 9.15am to 
3.15pm and from 9.15am to 12.15pm on Tues and 

Weds. We also run a parent and toddler group on 
a Weds afternoon from 1.15pm-2.45pm. 
Jack and Jill Pre School (Broomfield) is a charity 
run Pre-school relying heavily on donations 
from parents and locals. Several fundraising 
events are held throughout the year to help buy 
new equipment. Our most recent fund raising 
event was a bingo night in December which was 
a huge success and raised a lot of money for the 
Pre-school. The committee are now focusing on 
their next fundraising event which will be a BIG 
BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION, celebrating 35 
years of Jack & Jill. This will be held on Saturday 
4 July 2015 at Broomdfield Village Hall. Further 
details to be publicised nearer the time.
If you would like any further information 
regarding the Pre-school please call Julie 
Ellingford on 07946 635068. Our website is 
www.jackandjillpreschoolbroomfield.co.uk

Jack and Jill Pre-School

Community

Local Elections
7 May 2015 
On Thursday 7 May 2015 the Parliamentary General Election, Chelmsford City Council Elections 
and Parish Council Elections will take place. If you would like to stand as a Parish Councillor for 
Broomfield and would like to learn more about what is involved - please contact the Parish Office 
via email to clerk@broomfieldpc.org.uk or telephone 01245 441660 

Jack and Jill Preschool enjoying their chips!
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Broomfield library hosted a very successful 
Pancake Puppet show at half term - fortunately 
no pancakes stuck on the ceiling - and by 
popular demand we have now booked a return 
event for Easter on Thursday 9 April at 2pm - so 
come along and enjoy the fun and songs.
We’re having lots of fun at our story and song 
time for babies and toddlers on Wednesday 
mornings between 10am and 10.30 - if you’re 0 
to school age come along with your mum, dad, 
grandparents or carers and delve into our magic 
bag of goodies.
Our Saturday morning book group welcomes 
new members so if you’d like to read something 
different, enjoy a lively discussion and make new 
friends, come and join us - once every six weeks 
for an hour between 11am and 12 noon.
Watch out for our Summer Reading Challenge 
- Record Breakers - coming to all libraries 

between 11 July and 5 September. Read six 
books to collect Animal Magic, Cool Tech and 
Action Adventure stickers and receive a medal. 
If you’re 14 or over and enjoy relating with 
children, we’d love you to volunteer as part of 
our team to give kids a brilliant Summer Read 
experience. Go online Essex County Council 
volunteers section to pick up an application 
form or call in the library for more info.

Broomfield library

20% discount when you mention Broomfi eld Parish Council Magazine

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
• Roofi ng • Chimney Repairs • Building Work •

• Flat Roofs • Guttering • Fascias & Soffi ts •

Free written quotes & advice  |  10 year guarantee on all work  |  25 years of experience
Unit 1, The Paddocks, Highwood, Chelmsford, CM1 3PU

01245 422712  |  07711 606561
www.highwoodlandscapes.co.uk

• Trees • Pruning • Hedge Trimming • Roots Removed • 
• Topping & Rotovating • Turfi ng • Fencing • Garden Design •

• Decking • Patios • Block Paving • Drives • Tar & Shingle •

Community
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Outdoor Pursuits
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The public footpaths in the parish are 
numbered as shown. The way-marker 
posts have numbers on them; these tell 
you the number of the path you are on.

Broomfield Parish Footpaths

Outdoor Pursuits

Interested in local walks?
The second edition of COUNTRY STILE, 
published by the Parish Council is available, 
£3.50, from Broomfield Parish Council Offices, 
Broomfield Library, Cartridge World on 
Broomfield Parade and the Kings Arms.
It describes many walks that use footpaths in 
the Parish and beyond together with maps.
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Coach Trips
We have planned three interesting trips this year 
to RHS Wisley in Surrey on Saturday 25 April 
(£17 per person), Barnsdale Gardens in Rutland 
on Saturday 25 July (£27 p/p) and the Brogdale 
Apple Festival in Kent on Saturday 17 October 
(£24 p/p). Payments to be made in full for each 
trip by cheque only please. Pick-up points are:  
The Angel 8.40am, Chelmsford Service Station, 
74 Main Road, Broomfield nearly opposite the 
Co-op at 8.45am, Broomfield Parade 8.50am 
& Wood Street Shops 9am. For more details, 
please contact David Jay on 01245 440563 or 
visit our website. Please note the pick-up times 
may vary and will be confirmed in our Quarterly 
Newsletters nearer to the time of the actual trip. 

Summer Show
This year’s Summer Flower & Produce Show 
will be held on Sunday 12 July in Broomfield 
Village Hall and will be open to the public from 
2-4.30pm. If you are interested in entering any 
of the classes, which include flowers, fruit and 
vegetables, floral & vegetable arrangements, 
cookery and preserves, photographs and 
handicrafts and children’s classes, please contact 
our Show Secretary David Jay on 01245 440563 
or Margaret Tranquada on 01245 442051 for 
a schedule which includes a wealth of other 
information about the Society’s activities.

Trading Centre News
We have a wide range of general gardening 
products on sale including a large range of seeds 
at 25% discount. Opening times are 2-3pm on 
Fridays and 10am-noon on Sundays. In order 
to benefit from the Trading Centre you will 
need to join the Society. Membership is £4p/a, 
£3p/a for senior citizens and £2p/a for young 
gardeners (up to and including 18 years of age).  
Membership can be obtained at the Trading 
Centre which is located in The Barn at the 
Broomfield Allotments site or by calling our 
Membership Secretary, Margaret Tranquada, on 
01245 442051.

Website
We have now published our own 
website which includes a section for 
members only. Please visit   
www.broomfieldcottagegardenerssociety.co.uk 
and let us have any feedback or details of any 
problems you may have in accessing the site.  
This is a new venture for the Society and we will 
further develop the site in the coming months.

Vacancies
We urgently need to fill three positions in the 
Society, Secretary (generally taking the minutes 
at meetings), Newsletter Editor (gathering input 
on a quarterly basis from committee members 
and then preparing the newsletter) and Press 
Officer (preparing articles for publication in the 
Essex Chronicle, Chelmsford Weekly News and 
the Broomfield Times). The Newsletter Editor 
and Press Officer need not necessarily be on the 
Committee. Please contact Margaret Tranquada 
on 01245 442051 in the first instance if you are 
interested in taking one or more of these roles.

Plant Sale
We will be holding a plant sale on Sunday 10th 
May 2015 from 10am-1pm at The Barn on the 
Broomfield Allotments site. The entrance is 
between 149 & 151 Main Road. This is open to 
everyone so please come along and select some 
plants or seedlings, both flower and vegetable, for 
your house, garden or allotment. Proceeds from 
the sale will go towards our selected Charity.
Philip Richards

Broomfield Cottage Gardeners’ Society

Outdoor Pursuits
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The P3 volunteers work with Public Rights of 
Way Officers from Essex County Council to 
oversee the public footpaths in Broomfield 
to keep them in a safe ‘walkable’ condition. 
Any general maintenance, such as cutting 
back overhanging brambles, is carried out by 
the volunteers and more involved work, such 
as putting in footbridges, is carried out in 
conjunction with the County; they provide the 
necessary materials and we provide the labour.
The volunteers meet at 10:00am outside the 
Church on Church Green on the 3rd Tuesday 
of the month. We plan our walks such that each 
footpath is walked at least once a year. On many 
occasions, we simply enjoy a pleasant walk 
lasting approximately 2 hours and on targeted 
occasions we carry out maintenance tasks.
Tim Tranquada

We help to put in new footbridges. We put in new way-marker posts

There is a booklet (Country Style) which 
describes suggested walks incorporating a 
number of the footpaths shown on the map. 
The booklet can be purchased from the Parish 
Office. The booklet was written by a group of 
keen walkers in the Parish.

We cut back overhanging vegetation.

Parish Pathways Partnership (P3)

ELMTREE 
GARDEN SERVICES
Telephone now for a free quote and expert advice

01621 892530 / 07885 460528

•	Trees	and	shrubs	pruned		
and	shaped

•	Fruit	trees	pruned		
and	sprayed

•	Trees	removed	and	all		
roots	destroyed

•	Conifer	trees	a	speciality
•	Fences	–	lawns	re-laid	–	
borders	–	rotavating	–		
all	rubbish	cleared

	 Public	Liability	Insurance

01245 362348
07889 571674
seduke21@gmail.com

20 Manor Crescent
Little Waltham

Michael C Duke

Central Heating & 
Plumbing Engineer

Outdoor Pursuits
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Sunday afternoons meet at 2.30pm
Apr 5  
Sparrowhawk Wood - Larks Lane -  
Border Wood

Apr 19  
Sweeps Walk - Croxtons - Little Waltham

May 3  
Walthambury - Littley Green - Hartford End 
Cars to Walthambury

May 10  
Lords Wood, Leaden Roding Cars to  
Brickford Bridge

Wednesday evenings meet at 7.30pm
May 13  
Compasses, Littley Green Cars to Littley Green

May 20  
The Queens Head, Boreham - Paper Mill Lock 
Cars to Boreham

May 27  
Spotted Dog, Bishops Green (Nr Dunmow)  
Cars to Bishops Green

June 3  
Kings Arms via Little Waltham

June 10  
Green Man, Edney Common Cars  
to Green Man

June 17  
Rose and Crown, Great Waltham Cars  
to Great Waltham

June 24  
Rodney Inn, Little Baddow Cars to Rodney Inn

July 1  
Square and Compasses, Fuller Street Cars to 
Fuller Street

July 8  
Leather Bottle, Pleshey Cars to Pleshey

July 15  
The Three Elms circular Cars to The Three Elms

July 22  
Windmill, Chatham Green Cars to Windmill

July 29  
The Walnut Tree, Broads Green.

Sunday afternoons meet at 2.30pm

Aug 30  
Paper Mill Lock - River Ter(tea and cakes) Cars 
to Bumfords Lane

Sept 13  
Broads Green - Fanners Green Cars to  
Walnut Tree

Sept 27  
Stock circular Cars to Stock

Oct 11  
Chignal - Mashbury Church - The Fox Cars to 
Chignal Smealy

Oct 25  
Staceys - Priors - Scravels

Broomfield Footpath Society
Programme Year 2015

All are welcome. No walks longer than 5 miles. All Walks/Cars initially meet at Church Green.
Lifts available for those without cars. Contact 01245 698175 or 01245 441021

Outdoor Pursuits



www.dproofing.co.uk

D.P.Roofing
& Renovations

wFlat Roofing
wSlating, Tiling and Lead Work
w24 Hour Emergency Cover

wGeneral Building
wExternal and Internal Maintenance
wUPVC Window Replacement
wSofits, Facias and Guttering

01245 451355 07930 609962

u  Hire, supply and erect u
u  Domestic | Industrial  | Commercial u 

u  Tube fitting u
u  Fully insured u

u  Small and large jobs u 
u  Free estimates given u

Friendly, professional service

01268 773406

Ltd
Scaffolding 

RSJ

Unit 2, Wick Place Industrial Estate 
Brentwood Road, Bulphan RM14 3tL

tedandersonmacadam@live.co.uk

Driveways · Forecourts 
Car Parks · Roads · Footpaths 
Patios · Block Paving · Hot Tar 

Spray & Shingle · Coloured Tarmac
Dropped Kerbs etc

01245 445244 · 07714 287296

ANDERSON & CO
Tarmac & Asphalt Contractor

www.anderson-tarmacadam.co.uk

Complete construction of drives, 
or restore your existing drive with 

a new dense bitumen macadam overlay

Trading Standards, Bradstone Assured
& Essex County Council Approved

HUNNABALL 
of Chelmsford
Family Funeral Service

A tradition of excellence since 1957

St John’s House
 91 Wood Street

 Chelmsford, CM2 8BH
     

01245 290909
www.hunnaball.co.uk
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Broomfield Cottage Gardeners’ Society 
For those residents of Broomfield 
who have lived here most of their life, 
there will no doubt be some names 
that you recognise in the article 
below and you might hopefully be 
encouraged, as a result, to submit an 
article to the editor including your 
memories of past life in Broomfield.  
Broomfield Cottage Gardeners’ Society was 
founded in 1879 and held its first Show on 
Friday, 10 October 1879 in a large marquee in 
the grounds of Broomfield Hall.  The displays 
consisted of home-made bread, needlework, 
children’s work, vegetables, fruit, flowers, much 
the same as our current shows, although the 
classes in the 1879 Show reflected the class 
structure at the time: Class A was for gardeners 
of the parishioners, ie the residents of the “big” 
houses in the village; Class B was for cottagers, 
mostly agricultural labourers who grew flowers 
and vegetables in their gardens; Class C was 
for children, with the emphasis on wild flowers 
and fruits; and Class D was needlework, which 
generally seemed to include alterations to 
clothes (recycling of the day?), mending and 

darning.  There were also displays of flowers and 
plants, not for competition, and the Band of the 
Essex Industrial School entertained the visitors.  
In the early days of the Society, the Show was 
always held in the grounds of Broomfield’s “big” 
houses, which also included Broomfield Place, 
Broomfield Lodge, Ayletts, Butlers, Broomfield 
Mill, Brooklands and the Vicarage.
Subsequent Shows in this century saw the 
addition of further marquees (to include 
refreshments), a new class - the best dish of 
cooked potatoes - and the appearance of the 
Chelmsford Town Band.  The Show moved to 
July and was now held on a Wednesday and 
a variety of sports were introduced, such as 
a quoits match, tennis and cricket matches.  
Other innovations were plants grown from 
seeds provided for children, a gymnastic 
display by the Essex Industrial School, a bicycle 
gymkhana, a flag race, a thread-needle race, an 
egg & spoon race, a tortoise race and a bob-
cherry race.
In 1901, the sports programme expanded to 
include, amongst other activities, high and long 
jump, one mile walking, tug-of-war and putting 
the weight.  In the following decade, a bizarre 

Gas Safe registered, 
reliable & experienced

Need a plumber?

see testimonials at www.bnichelmsford.co.uk/members/

call daN today
on 07799 757564
or 01245 351981

Boilers | General Plumbing | Bathrooms

www.aquafirst.co.uk 

The longest surviving society in Broomfield

Willsher & Son
Domestic Electrical Installers
ELECSA Part P registered • No job too small
Certificates issued where applicable
Free estimates • Based in Great Waltham
Reliable family business • All work insured

call
07970 759565

email
willsherandson@hotmail.co.uk

Willsher & Son

email
willsherandson@hotmail.co.uk

Outdoor Pursuits
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new class was introduced: dead queen wasps, 
which was won by John Jiggins with about 100 
bodies, and a baby show became part of the 
Schedule.
Following the opening of the new school in 
1912, another class was added: the showing of 
vegetables grown by the boys at the school from 
seed provided by the Education Committee.  
Not to be outdone, the girls at the school 
entered a sock-knitting competition!  1914 saw 
the last flower show for several years, due to 
the 1st world war, with John Jiggins continuing 
to win the dead queen wasps title, with an 
incredible 620 and the runner-up, J Magness, 
not even coming close with 440!
The Flower Show wasn’t revived until 1924 on 
the arrival of Walter George Staines, who had 
been appointed Headmaster of Broomfield 
School.  Crompton’s Band provided the music, 
there was a display by the Broomfield Folk 
Dancers and sports and numerous side shows 
continued to provide entertainment.  The 
baby competition was still popular, with Sheila 
Burton the winner and a triple tie for 2nd place 
between Joyce Matthams, Betty Marshal and 
Linda Fuller.
1925 provided more unusual attractions:  
skittles for a pig; pony weight guessing; a 
gentlemen’s beauty competition and an ankle 

competition.  A prominent name in the Society 
was introduced this year when a young Val 
Staines (who would later become the Society’s 
Secretary from 1958 until 2005) won a prize in 
the children’s pets (feather) class.
In the 1930s, technology intervened and the 
music was provided by the Mullard Wireless 
Service Co Ltd of London.   In 1932, baby show 
prizes were awarded to Broomfield residents, 
Beryl Turner, Raymond Barford, Joanne 
Sprawling, Merryl Gibbons and Roma Sewell, 
and George Barford beat Austin Day for the 
best cultivated school plot.

A highlight of the 1936 Show was the “bowling 
for a pig” competition, when the pig escaped its 
enclosure 4 times and was recaptured each time 
after an exciting chase. Children’s sports 
winners were Derek Cox, Harold Garner,  
Eric Harvey, Geoffrey Lakin, Bill Brewer and 
Daphne Blackburn.  

Broomfield Cottage Gardeners’ Society 

Plumbing | All Heating Services | Residential & Commercial
Boiler Servicing & Installation | Bathrooms & Kitchens 

Landlord Certifi cates | Drain Cleaning | CCTV Surveys
High Pressure Water Jetting | Drain Relining | Repairs 

All Blockages Cleared | Insurance Work

DRAINFIX
GROUP

info@drainfi xservices.co.uk

www.drainfi xgroup.co.uk

01245 403057 4 SEASONS

01245 602073
07867 308749

All aspects of gardening work undertaken
• Trees, bushes, hedges & shrubs cut & pruned

• Turfing, fencing & decking
• Garden clearance and tidy-ups

No job too small
FREE QUOTES

Local, friendly and reliable

Maintenance Gardener

Outdoor Pursuits
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The baby show In 1937 was dominated by the 
girls: Pauline Orrin, Gwen Vinall, Margaret 
Rule and Audrey Crozier; the boy’s fancy dress 
parade winners that year were: Gilbert French, 
Tony Wilkinson and Tony Stubbings.  The 
1938 Show was the last for several years due 
to the outbreak of war and didn’t resume until 
1946 when there was no longer a section in the 
Schedule exclusively for members employing 
gardeners.  
1947 featured a section in the Show devoted 
to exhibits of leatherwork, embroidery, 
needlework and gold wire work by patients 
from the nearby TB sanatorium (now known 
as Broomfield Hospital).  It also saw the 
introduction of the very 1st Autumn Show, held 
in the Church Hall featuring chrysanthemums, 
dahlias, fruit and vegetables.  This was voted a 
great success and has continued ever since.  
The ’50s saw more changes with a record 1,285 
entries in the 1953 Summer Show, when live 
music was provided by the Chelmsford Sea Cadets 
Band.  In 1955, Eddie Evans (one of the Society’s 
current Vice Presidents) won the prestigious 
Banksian medal, the 1st of many awards he would 
claim over the next 50+ years.  The new senior 
Broomfield School added to the entries, with 
exhibits of woodwork, metalwork, needlework 
and handwriting, and wine-making was 
introduced, but the baby show and the cooked 
potatoes classes disappeared from the Schedule.

The 1960s brought more additions to the Show: 
Brenda Goddard brought the Weston School 
of Dancing to give a display and Chelmsford 
Model Engineers brought their model railway.  
A “Concours d’elegance” was introduced, where 
vintage and veteran vehicles were displayed.  

 
Do you know who these ladies were in the 1915 
Model T Ford at the 1965 Show?

In 1966, the Concours included a competition 
for the most attractive lady passenger in a car 
(how sexist!) and another innovation: a piano 
smashing contest (where did all the pianos come 
from?).  In following years, cars gave way to 
horses, as a gymkhana was organised, and cacti 
and succulents were added to the Schedule.  The 
children’s entries were very impressive: Clive 

Call us today for
a free quotation

01268 928818

info@aclgroup.org  www.aclgroup.org

Building & Maintenance Contractors

Refurbishments
 Renovation | Electrical

Painting & Decorating
Maintenance & Repairs

 Extensions | Brickwork
 Plastering | Carpentry
 Plumbing | Heating

Fascias & Soffits

We design and manage your 
commercial or domestic project

with 30 years’ experience in
 architectural design 

Residential & commercial planning
& building regulation application

Kitchen and bathroom design

Citimage
Architecture & Interior Design
01245 346699 | 07791 109341

www.ajsresidential.co.uk

Broomfield Cottage Gardeners’ Society, continued

Outdoor Pursuits
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Hill’s wrought iron lamp standard and Jane 
Warman’s Arran jumper and cross-stitch work 
were especially admired.  
1969 saw a full programme of children’s sports 
organised by Broomfield Football Club and 
amongst the winners were Nigel Turner, Philip 
Barnes, Andrew McClure, Dean Ketley and 
David Saltmarsh, Sandra Cox, Gail Ketley, Janet 
Stiling, Ann Eggleton and Fiona Scott.  In the 
grown-ups’ races, prize-winners included June 
Kentesber, Mrs McClure and Sue Browning as 
well as Messrs Grey, Ridgewell and Derek Cox.  

Keen piano-smashers in the 1960s! 
Do you recognise anyone?

In the 1970s, a 6-a-side football competition was 
introduced and the Show was now spread over 
2 fields: Angel Meadow and the David Smith 
Memorial Field.  The Floral Art trophy was won 
by Joan Fisk, who dominated this class during 
the decade.  The Autumn Show also underwent 

changes, moving from the Church Hall to the 
David Smith Pavilion, now the Village Hall, 
and was held on a Sunday.  Another major 
development was the opening of a horticultural 
trading hut on the Broomfield allotment site 
for the benefit of members. The Summer Show 
continued to expand, spreading also into the 
Community Centre (Village Hall), and the 
new winner of the coveted Banksian medal 
was Austin Wheeler, who was to dominate the 
flower section for the next 11 years 

 
Christopher Browning and David Smith won 1st 
prizes in 1975: Christopher for his fruit cake and 
David for his 6 decorated cakes.

Always 8 Cask Ales
Over 50 Bottled Beers & Ciders

Food served every day 12noon-2.30pm & 5-8.30pm
Speciality Sausages & Good Pub Grub

THE

Over 80 Real Ales & Ciders

Open 12noon-12midnight throughout Festival
Easter Beer Festival April 2         - 5nd th

23 Mildmay Rd · Chelmsford · CM2 ODN 01245 259295
Open 12noon-11pm Sun-Thurs & 12pm-midnight Fri & Sat Book that function now!

01245 451651 · enquiries@olivercatering.com

www.olivercatering.com

‘Drink 
as much 

as you like’
bars for a
set price

Book your
SPRING or
SUMMER 

fUNctIoN
now!
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The prize-winners at the 1978 Summer Show

The 1980s saw 5-a-side football introduced by 
Broomfield Football Club and a display by the Chelmer 
Valley Blue Falcons gymnastic team to complement 
the Dancing School (later displays were provided by 
the Marie Silvester School), children’s sports and the 
gymkhana, though this saw its demise in 1985. Also, a 
new prize-winner came to the fore:  current Broomfield 
resident, John Wood, who won both the Inglis Cup and 
the Banksian Medal in 1989.
The 1990s saw the number of entries in both Shows 
fall quite significantly and the additional sideshows/
attractions gradually disappeared over the years - this 
possibly encouraged the Society’s Committee to look at 
introducing a programme of social events for members, 
such as evening talks in the Winter and coach trips and 
visits to members’ gardens during the Summer.  
Changes continued into the new millennium: the Show 
Schedule was overhauled, prize certificates replaced 
prize money, but larger cash prizes accompanied cups 
and trophies.  The Show may not be the “village event” 
as it used to be, but it has evolved and seems to benefit 
the Society members and visitors alike.  Why not make 
a note in your diary of the dates of our Summer and 
Autumn Shows this year (12 July and 27 September) 
and come along and see what you think!
Margaret Tranquada

John Wood (still a Broomfield resident)  
with his prize-winning display

Broomfield Cottage Gardeners’ Society, continued

The facts for this article have been extracted from the book Growing and Showing 
and Still Going - a history of the Broomfield Cottage Gardeners’ Society 1879 - 2009 
written by our late Broomfield historian, Ken Searles (copies of which are available 
from the Society’s Trading Centre for £3.50)

Outdoor Pursuits



FAREWAY

Whether you prefer traditional, 
cottage style, or modern living as your 
choice of kitchen, Traditional Woodcraft 
can off er you simplicity, functionality, 
aff ordability and diff erent designs, 
in any choice of kitchen. 

www.traditionalwoodcraft.co.uk | 01376 329794 | 07970 390520

17 Brunwin Road · Rayne · Braintree · CM77 6BU | Personal service over 30 years of experience

)Kitchen Design
 )Bespoke Kitchens
  )Kitchen Installation
   )Handmade Kitchens
    )Kitchen Renovations
     )Replacement Kitchen Doors
      )Made-to-measure Rigid Carcasses
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Seniors
The weather has hampered many games for 
all age groups. The Saturday Olympian team 
have played 3 games since Christmas resulting 
in 2 score draws and one loss. In the Pope and 
Smith League the Sunday 1st team have played 
2 cup games since the break losing one but 
winning the other with an impressive 8-1 win. 
The Sunday reserves have lost one cup game but 
have had a change of form in the league with 
two back to back wins. 
Sunday A in Braintree & North Essex Sunday 
League have seen an upturn in their fortunes 
since moving into Senior football from the 
U18’s. So far they are unbeaten in 2015, have 
reached the quarter final of the Malcolm Foy 
Trophy and are currently 5th in the League.

Juniors
Broomfield Saturday morning boys are seeking 
new players from the ages 5 upwards.  Please 
come along to Broomfield FC on Saturdays 
between 9.30 and 11 a.m. to meet Trevor Miller 
and Sue Lightfoot and join a very successful 
youth development team. Results to date for the 
Juniors are as follows:
U12 Fire have reached KO Cup Final where they 
will play Great Dunmow at Burnham Ramblers  
on 26th April
The U12 (Blaze) have secured a League Cup 
semi-final place as have the U13 (Tornados).
Following a couple of difficult years the U15 
secured their first ever cup semi-final. Well 
done to them!
Sean McGinley

Broomfield Football Club Report

Players who took part in the Lewis Page Memorial March

A fundraising memorial match was organised over the Christmas break in memory of Lewis Page 
by his friends from both Broomfield and Boreham Football Clubs.  Lewis used to play football for 
Broomfield and sadly passed away last May at the age of 25.  The game raised £670 for his family to 
put towards a headstone.

Michelle Krethlow Shaw 
Counselling, Psychotherapist & Hypnotherapist 
01245 443787 | (text only) 07890 893000

TO ADVERTISE 
please call Dan 

on 01843 294187

Sport



Then come and join us 
down at the Cricket 
Club where we have 
lots to offer!
For the juniors, we are 
currently running Friday 

evening winter indoor net training sessions at 
the Writtle Indoor Cricket Centre for Under 
11s and Under 13s (school years 5, 6, 7 & 8). 
We have spaces available for newcomers 
and for existing players. If you want to wait 
until the weather warms up then we will be 
starting outdoor training sessions on 1 May at 
Brooklands which is our ground in Mill Lane. 
This will be for Under 9s, 11s and 13s (school 
years 3-8) and likewise spaces are available for 
those that play already or anyone who would 
like to give it a try. As with previous seasons 
we will, apart from the coaching sessions, be 
arranging matches, taking part in Kwik Cricket 
tournaments and having our annual end of 
season presentation evening to recognise 
achievements. As always, parents are more 
than welcome.
For the seniors, we will be running two 
Saturday adult sides in Divisions 3 & 9 of the 
T Rippon Mid Essex League starting in May. 
In addition, and for the first time, we will be 
running a side to take part in the 2015 New 
Warsop Sunday League. The emphasis here will 
be very much on youth with the aim to bridge 
the gap between junior and senior cricket and 
it will have an innovative, fast moving and fun 
format over 8 matches designed to last for a 
shorter time than traditional games. If you are 
interested, we have availability for Saturday, 
Sunday or both so please get in touch.
We have our own ground, pavilion and bar  
and would love to welcome new members  
of all ages.
Tony Cowell Chairman 
tony.cowell1@btinternet.com

Inspired by the 
Cricket World Cup?

Elderly· Post Operative Care · Supported Living
Dementia · Learning/Physical Disabilities

• 1 hour to 24 hour, 7 days a week
• Continuity & companionship
• Shopping   • Housework
• Personal care  • Medication
• Sit-in service   • Cooking
• Palliative care • Laundry
• Reliable and committed
• Over 21 years of experience

www.civicare.co.uk/civicare-east

For information or a free, friendly assessment, 
with no obligation, please call 01245 409250

47- 49 Main Road, Broomfield, Chelmsford, Essex, CM1 7BU

Tailor-made quality care
in your own home

No rush approach for you to sustain 
your independence in your own home

COMPLETE IT SUPPORT
HOME USERS & BUSINESS

Broadband Problems | Email
Data Recovery | Wireless Networking

Data Cabling & Networks
PC Upgrades & Repairs | Internet Services
Virus & Malware Removal | Health Checks

Independent Buying Advice
Laptops, Desktops & Servers
New PC Installation Service

Computer Problems

For fast affordable help

01245 476236
www.tec2.co.uk

Quick, must 

phone tec2!
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It’s been a very busy start to the New Year at 
Broomfield Village Hall. After the New Year’s 
Eve party, we held a bingo night at the beginning 
of March. This was a huge success with over 
80 people at the hall hoping for a full house. 
The event raised a fantastic £660 which will go 
towards a much needed notice board at the end 
of the Lane where you will be able to see our 
events advertised from the road.
But it’s not just charity fundraising events! New 
groups have joined our busy schedule and those 
already using the hall include Carpet Bowls, 
Line Dancing, Karate, Kickboxing, Football, 
Ruggerbugs, Puppy Training, Bridge, Bingo, 
Caterpillar Music, Art Class, Lace making, 
Cottage Gardeners and more…
You can find up to date information of our 
community events on our website, notice 
boards, facebook and at the office. Feel free to 
email us at hall@broomfieldessex.org.uk or 
telephone on 01245 443902.
We are so very pleased to launch our new 
website where you will be able to find all sorts of 
useful information and online forms that allows 
you to enquire about availability and leave your 
feedback following hall hire. There’s also an 
‘ideas hub’ so don’t be shy, let us know what 
events you’d like to see us hosting at the hall 
(we’ll do our best to accommodate requests). 
Website address is www.broomfieldessex.org/ 
 index.php/vill-hall/village-hall 

The new style Broomfield Times will feature 
articles from regular groups at the hall so you 
can get a more detailed insight into who does 
what. This issue, we have articles from Beyond 
Sound Yoga, Shimmy N Groove, U3A, Slimming 
World, Essex Stretch Academy, Broomfield WI, 
Yoga and Tennis Training.

Breathe Through Stress
When you experience stressful thoughts, your 
breathing becomes shallow and rapid, and you 
primarily breathe from the chest and not the 
lower lungs.  With deep breathing, you can 
reverse these symptoms instantly and create 
a sense of calm in your mind and body.  Deep 
breathing stimulates the parasympathetic 
nervous system, slowing down your heart rate, 
lowering your blood pressure, and calming your 
body and mind.
As well as reversing the physical stress response 
in the body, deep breathing can help calm and 
slow down the emotional turbulence in the 
mind, diffusing emotional energy so there is less 
reactivity to our emotions.
So, the next time you’re stressed: breathe deeper, 
more slowly, and extend your exhalations to 
increase the calming effects.  Learn more about 
stress relief at the ‘Thoughts & Stress’ workshop, 
4-6pm at Broomfield Village Hall on 26th April.  
£30 (advance booking required). Email  
susie@beyondsoundyoga.co.uk for details.

Broomfield Village Hall

Village Hall

We  are a family-run business serving the 
Essex area since 1997 with building projects
ranging from small to large extensions, 
loft conversions, renovations and alterations

www.rpconstruction.co.uk
01245 472511



Shimmy ‘n’ 
Groove Fitness

Bringing a sense of fun into your chosen 
workout is key to your well-being and can 
vastly improve your results. Shimmy ‘n’ 
groove fitness have a variety of exercise classes 
throughout the week in community venues 
across the Chelmsford area. All group classes 
are designed to suit all abilities and exercise 
preferences, we are confident that you’ll find 
and enjoy a class to suit your schedule. Our 
classes have a friendly atmosphere where 
you can challenge yourself and leave feeling 
energised. In addition to group exercise, we 
offer a range of well-being services; small group 
Ante/Post natal programmes where parents can 
bring the children and enjoy a relaxed approach 
to ‘working out’ in a home environment, 1:1 
Bespoke wellness plans in our personal studio, 
Dance parties and Shimmy ‘n’ Soothe facial 
& make overs promoting the Tropic Skincare 
range. Please contact Lindsey Abbott on  
07886 721411 if you have questions.

Broomfield U3A
The Broomfield and District U3A will be 
3 years old in June 2015 with membership 
increasing month by month. This organization 
is for people no longer in full time employment 
and provides educational, creative and leisure 
pursuits in a friendly environment.
We have informative Speakers each month 
for example one talk was a journey round 
Reykjavik in Iceland with slides of beautiful 
scenery. We also have individual activities 
within our U3A group including walking, 
geology, photography etc.
Meetings are held every second Wednesday of 
the month in Broomfield Village Hall at 1.30pm.
New members are always welcome. Full details 
of all activities can be found in the Village 
Diary section or on our website 
www.u3asites.org.uk/broomfield

01245 222550 
essex@poultons.co.uk

for more information visit

www.poultons.co.uk

Poulton Portables
Manufacturing quality
timber buildings since 1951

All of our buildings 
are unique…
We will design a bespoke 
building from scratch or we 
can customise any building 
from our range to suit your 
individual needs

Summer Houses

Garages & Stables

Sheds

Garden Offi ces & Studios

Beach Huts

07966 653043 | 07888 075923
01206 510127 | 01376 785929
www.thebathroominstaller.co.uk

P&M BathrooMs
Bathroom Design
Bathroom Installation
Bathroom supply
Carpentry
tiling
Plastering
Plumbing
Electrical
Decorating

An experienced 
and qualified team 

consisting of  
Paul Carabott,  

Mark Tokley and 
a team of backup 

tradesmen including 
electricians, 

plasterers, tilers, 
Gas Safe engineers 

and carpenters
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Slimming World group scoops 
haul of awards!
Broomfield Slimming World has won 4 awards in 
January; Ruby, Sapphire, Diamond and Silver for 
their achievements in helping people lose weight.

The Silver accolade is awarded for groups with 
over 100 members weekly. Word has spread 
how easy it is to lose weight there that the group 
welcomed over 60 new members in January 
achieving their Ruby, Sapphire and Diamond 
awards.
“These awards belong to the members, they’re 
the ones who make our group the success that 
it is, with their fabulous commitment, the 
wonderful support they give each other every 
week, and, obviously, their impressive weight 
losses while following Slimming World’s Food 
Optimising eating plan.” says Victoria, the 
groups consultant.
To join the Broomfield group, which is held 
every Tuesday at 3.30pm, 5pm and 7pm at 
Broomfield Village Hall either pop along or give 
Victoria a call on 07823 441198.

Essex Stretch Academy
Essex Stretch Academy is about taking time out 
for yourself, to reconnect your mind with your 
body and caring for the body from the inside 
out. We work on stretching out the body using 
different techniques and learning to really focus 
on how our bodies work and feel. Stretching out 

tight muscles, limbs, moving with more ease, 
gaining more range of movement in our joints. 
You will gain strength and mobility, as well as 
flexibility and breath awareness - all of which 
are required not just in fitness but in every day 
life - we don’t stop moving and being mobile 
because we get old, we get old because we stop 
moving and being mobile.
Essex Stretch Academy is aimed at everyone, 
any age, any sex, any fitness level. Whether you 
physically train your body hard through sports 
or activities like boot camp or running, whether 
you are a parent running round, whether you 
sit at a desk, whether you are retired, whether 
you have never exercised before in your life or 
whether you are a student stressed out at college 
or university and need time out to re-group 
or even if you just need an hour a week to 
take time out for you - it really is beneficial for 
everyone, whatever walk of life.
Contact Carolyn Pink on 07789 811067 or 
email info@essexstretchacademy.co.uk. You 
can also find out more information on Facebook 
- Essex Stretch Academy and our website  
www.essexstretchacademy.co.uk

Broomfield Afternoon WI
This year we have had speakers on the following 
subjects: Street Pastors and Being a Dementia 
Friend.  At our May meeting we play host to 
three other WIs in the Village hall: this is an 
annual event know as the Tindal Group, in 
which all four of the WIs take it in turns to host, 
arrange a speaker and provide refreshments.
We meet on the first Wednesday of the month 
in the Village Hall at 2pm. New members are 
always welcome. 01245 256892 - contact name?

Yoga in Broomfield Village Hall
On Thursday mornings there is a Gentle Yoga 
class for all ages and abilities run by British 
Wheel of Yoga qualified Yoga Teacher Kim 
Brunning who has over thirty years of Yoga 
experience. The class runs from 11am-12.30pm.

Broomfield Village Hall

Village Hall



The roots of Yoga date back thousands of years 
and yet it is so relevant today for our modern, 
busy and often stressful world. It can help to 
relieve tension and stress, increase flexibility 
and strength, relax the body and help to calm 
and focus the mind.
In Gentle Yoga, the movements are usually 
slow and are linked with breath. Yoga is never 
competitive and everyone is encouraged to 
work at their own pace.
Please call Kim Brunning on 01245 477136 
or 07773 155027 or e-mail brunningkim@
btinternet.com for further details and to book 
yourself a place.

Tennis Training
Cardio tennis Sessions: Mondays at 9am from 
13 April, (School term time only)
New, fun exercise session, Cardio Tennis is 
a great way for you to enjoy the game whilst 
burning off calories. In a fast paced session, 
you can get an AMAZING workout, socialise, 
and enjoy tennis - all at once. This session will 
put you through your paces and get you hitting 
tennis balls to music pumping out on the court. 
Coaching & Rusty rackets sessions: Mondays at 
10am from 13 April, (school term time only)
Whether you haven’t picked up a racket for 
years or are a complete beginner, you will 
have fun in these new sessions where you 
will socialise, get a workout and learn a new 
skill. The sessions will include learning the 
basic strokes, doubles and singles tactics and 
anything else you feel you need help with.  
Both these sessions will be run by Piers 
Nightingale, LTA licensed and RPT European 
Pro tennis coach and head coach of The 
Marconi Tennis Club. 
If you are interested in joining these sessions 
please contact Piers Nightingale  
on 07795384027 or email 
piersnightingale@hotmail.com

STEWARTS
Meet your friends in our relaxed 

and friendly tea room

Teapigs stockist

4 Tindal Street · Chelmsford
(BEHIND ALLEGRO MUSIC)

01245 265766

Come in for great breakfasts, 
lunches and aft ernoon teas

A traditional country pub, offering real 
ales, real ciders, f ine wines and freshly 

prepared,  homemade food. Regular live 
music events, and great offers on food 

such as steak and tapas nights.

Three
Elms

The

Chignal St James, Cm1 4Tz

www.the-three-elms.com
t thethreeelms

Ale
& Cider 
Festival

Bank Holiday 
may 22-25
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PLAY IN THE PARK 
Thursday 2nd April 1.30-3.30 
Wednesday 8th April 10.00-12.00 
 

The Chelmsford City gang are back 
to run free activities, sports, crafts, 
games and free play (funded very 
kindly by Broomfield Parish 
Council - thank you very much!).  
 

This years activities will cater for 
children aged 0-5 and 6-11. 
All children aged 0-5 must be 
supervised in all activities by their 
parent or carer! 

COFFEE MORNING 
1st Wednesday of the month 
10.45-12.30pm 
 

Come and have a natter and 
catch up with old and new 
friends.  Tea, Coffee, Toast 
and Biscuits for just £1. 
Next one is on 1 April then 5 
May and 3 June 

FAMILY DISCO 
Saturday 13th June 
18.30-21.30 
 

Looking for a night 
out with the kids?  
Come along to our 
popular disco.  Bring 
the kids, your own 
drinks and nibbles 
and enjoy the fun 
atmosphere and 
music.  Tuck shop 
will be open so 
bring some small 
change. 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

Quiz night   
Friday  11th September 
7pm onwards 

Village Hall

Broomfield Village Hall Events
158 Main Road, Chelmsford, CM1 7AH 
q01245 443902 | Ehall@broomfieldessex.org 
www.broomfieldessex.org/index.php/village-hall
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Village Hall

Broomfield Village Hall is the ideal  
venue for any function:  
weddings, parties,≥meetings…

•	Modern	facilities	including	fully-fitted	kitchen,	kitchenette,	
refurbished rest rooms including disabled and baby change

•	Disabled	access
•	Ample	parking
•	Reasonable	hire	charges

•	Markings	for	five-a-side	football,	 
tennis and netball

•	Football	goals
•	Tennis	nets
•	Netball	posts
•	Ample	parking
•	Reasonable	hire	charges
•	Outdoor	exercise	equipment 

free for all to use

Multi-use games area for hire!

Three hall sizes suitable for 10 to 150 people



ChandlerWilliams
Chartered Accountants & Business Advisors

We stand apart from most other 
accountants by being friendly, affordable 

and approachable. Accountants should not 
be a once a year service, we are here 24/7 

for any question or problem you have. 
We offer all core services: tax returns, 
company accounts, VAT returns, tax 
and business advice, with free initial 

consultations and quotes, as well as free 
ongoing support with all services provided.

 www.chandlerwilliams.co.uk
alex@chandlerwilliams.co.uk

01268 502404

The friendly and 
affordable accountant

07971 696375
01245 496758

garysteggall499@btinternet.com

+ Tree Surgery
+ Reductions
+ Felling
+ Hedge Trimming
+ Site Clearance
+ Free Estimates
+ Fully Insured
+ £5m Public Liability

SCOTTISH SKILLS 
TESTING SERVICE

GaryK.Steggall



Resin Bound Surfacing is an excellent, 
economical alternative to tarmac, 
block paving, or concrete. 
It is created by binding ‘natural aggregates’ with a 
polyurethane resin, in many cases it can be laid directly over 
existing surfaces and is available in a wide range of colours. 
All our solutions are SUDs compliant which negates the 
need for the installation of drainage systems when used 
with the correct sub base. Our expertise with installations 
ensures that unsightly joints are avoided and our attention 
to detail will provide the best possible solution. S Carter 
& Son have become a popular choice in the domestic 
market for the installation of driveways. We are highly 
recommended and confident that our work will enhance 
the look and potential value of your property.
Testimonials and case studies: www.ukresinflooring.co.uk

Resin Bound Paving
Uses
• Driveways
• Car Parks
• Footpaths
• Patio Areas
• Playgrounds
• Swimming Pool 
 Surrounds
• Pond Surrounds
• Water Features

Advantages
• SUDs Compliant
• UV Stable
• Anti-Slip
• Low Maintenance
• Wheel Chair Friendly
• Highly Decorative
• Durable

Can it be used 
for my driveway?
Yes it can! Our solution 
is proving far more 
durable and ultimately 
economical over other 
driveway materials 
such as block paving. 
Being totally SUDS 
compliant means you 
do not need a drainage 
system installed. 
Maintenace is minimal.

Why is resin 
better than 
block paving?
• No weeds - no cracks
• Maintenance-free
• Colour will not fade
• Permeable
• 10 year guarantee

BEFORE

BEFORE

BEFORE

AFTER

AFTER

AFTER

020 3195 0982 | 07891 071187 
linton@ukresinflooring.co.uk
www.ukresinfl ooring.co.uk 



estates

Sales & 
Letting AgentsSOLD LET

CALL 01245 835859

www.charlesdavidcasson.co.uk

2 DIRECTORS BORN, RAISED 
AND STILL LIVING IN SPRINGFIELD

WE ARE YOUR LOCAL ESTATE AGENTS
Chelmsford Office 

36 Broomfield Road / Chelmsford / Essex / CM1 1SW

Neil BaldockMatt Baldock

2 DIRECTORS BORN, RAISED
AND STILL LIVING IN CHELMSFORD


