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22. 
 

Staceys Farm 
 

 
 

The Farmhouse in 2005. 
 

 The farmhouse stands alone at the end of a lane which, 
starting at Parsonage Green, winds its way into open 
countryside.   The house as it appears today is a pleasant 18th 
century building with a symmetrical brick facade topped by a 
parapet behind which two dormers peep out looking towards the 
village.   The story of Staceys Farm goes back to a time long 
before the 18th century. 
 
 The origin of the name of Staceys Farm no doubt dates 
from 1362, when Richard Stacey purchased from Walter de 
Weston of London and Joan his wife 1 messuage, 56 acres of 
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land, 1 acre of wood, 1½ acres of meadow, and 2s4d in rent, in 
the Parish of Broomfield.    
 
 Richard Stacey was a lawyer in Chelmsford and 
conveyances of the period show that he acted in sales of land in 
Chelmsford, Chignal St. James, Woodham Ferrers, White 
Roding and Pleshey.      He was certainly active in Chelmsford 
as early as 1356 for in that year he and his wife Joan sold a 
house in Chelmsford to John de Bolton.    In 1363 he was 
associated with the vicar of St Lawrence, London, in the 
purchase of a substantial estate of nearly 200 acres at White 
Roding 
 
 As to Walter de Weston there seems to be no other 
mention of him in the records of Broomfield, or of Chelmsford 
where so many Broomfieldians had connections.   The fact that 
he was described in the Fine as being of London suggests that he 
had no other local connections.  A John de Weston was witness 
to a deed of 1312 in respect of land at Great Parndon, near 
Harlow, but that is as near as it gets.  
 
 The infamous poll tax of 1380-81, the third in successive 
years and the most burdensome, brought about widespread 
evasion.   Commissioners were appointed to examine the 
obviously fraudulent lists and attempts were made to collect the 
tax.  Refusals were followed by riots, which led to a full-scale 
revolt.   The commissioners were attacked, as were the manor 
houses, which held the manorial records, the proofs of the 
peasants' servitude.   Richard Stacey must have held some of 
these documents at his house for this too was attacked.   Later, 
after the revolt was suppressed, John Brid, a Chelmsford 
chandler and ale-house keeper, was charged with being one of 
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those involved in the destruction of Richard Stacey's charters at 
Broomfield.   So these were presumably Chelmsford charters 
relating either to the manor of Bishops Hall or the manor of 
Moulsham.  Richard, as a lawyer, was no doubt employed for 
the manor in some capacity. 
 
  In 1386 Richard Stacey was acting for John 
Messyngham, clerk, in the purchase of a messuage and 55½ 
acres of land in Chignal St James and Chignal Trenchfoil 
(Smealey), and in the following year he acted for Richard Reeve 
in the purchase of property in Pleshey.   Also in 1387 he acted 
for Adam Gynes in the purchase of two acres of land in 
Chelmsford.   Gynes was a ropemaker and a leading townsman 
of the time.    He and his partner, Thomas Roper, had premises 
in the High Street (now Jessops photography shop) and they 
later jointly purchased more premises further down the High 
Street.   A sale of land in Springfield in 1388 mentions Richard 
Stacey the younger of Broomfield, doubtless the son of the 
attorney. 
 
 The next mention of Staceys is on a deed of 1475 
relating to some property in Sandon, when one of the parties was 
"John Scotte of Staces in Broomfield".   He may have been of 
the same family as a Peter Scot who bought a cottage and two 
acres of land in Broomfield from Lawrence of Patching in 1341.   
Scots Green in Broomfield, not far from Staceys, may also get 
its name from one of these Scotts. 
 
 The story moves on to the 1570 fence list when it was 
sometime "Stacis and now William Everids".    The Everards 
were a Great Waltham family,  and another of that family, 
Richard Everard, was also living in Broomfield at that time.  In 
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1566 William Everard bought a house, 80 acres of arable land, 6 
acres of meadow and 10 acres of pasture from Ralph Wiseman.   
The property isn’t further identified but it is likely that it was 
Staceys.  A map of Staceys farm, drawn up in 1777, shows that 
by then the farm had grown to around 100 acres.   It had also 
acquired more detached meadow land by the river.   
 
 A  likely scenario is that the Wisemans had bought 
Staceys from the Scotts and had then, in 1566, sold it to William 
Everard.  Like the Everards the Wisemans were a prominent 
Great Waltham family and they were also the lords of the manor 
of Belsted Hall.  At the time of the fence list of 1570 Ralph 
Wiseman was given as the owner of Belsted Hall.  
 
 Thomas Everard was churchwarden in Broomfield in 
1589 and present at a Vestry meeting in 1595.   He also 
appeared on a list of Broomfield ratepayers in that year, very 
likely for Staceys.   Much later Sir Richard Everard of 
Langleys, Great Waltham, bought New House (now Broomfield 
Place).   The William Everide who was at Staceys in 1570, and 
the Thomas Everard of the 1580s and 1590s, were surely of that 
family. 
 
 The 1570 list has a marginal note against Staceys 
showing that John Aylett was a subsequent occupant.   There 
are no Everards or Ayletts on the 1636 tax list but there is a 
Smith, as we shall see.   In 1647 John Aylett was paying rent 
for the use of the church land at the rear of Staceys farm known 
as Salmons Croft.  However, another name enters the frame 
before that date.   In 1612 a John Smith was churchwarden; in 
1634 John Smith of Staceys was present at a vestry meeting,  
and he was a taxpayer in 1636.   The parish register records the 
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burial of John Smith of Staceys in 1637 and of his widow Joan 
in the following year.    Now John Smith was a common name 
even at that time, and the Smith family, alias Salmon, were then 
well ensconced at How Tye (Parsonage Green), but it is very 
likely that John Smith succeeded the Everards at Staceys by 
1612 and remained there until his death in 1637.    
 
 John Aylett must have succeeded John Smith and he was 
still at Staceys in 1662.   His name appears on the hearth tax list  
in that year; he was assessed for four hearths.     He doesn’t 
seem to have made much of an impact on Broomfield affairs but 
there are a couple of references to him in the records of the 
Quarter sessions, not exactly the place where one would wish to 
be remembered. 
 
 First, William Wead, a Chelmsford alehouse keeper, was 
up before  the court to answer the charge that around the 8th 
October 1658 he permitted John Aylett of Broomfield and divers 
other persons “to play at unlawful games, viz, cross and pile, 
hide under hat,  at cards, tables and dice, and to be excessively 
drinking, tippling, and discrediting him and themselves, and 8 
shillings in money of the said John Aylett which John Reeve of 
Chelmsford wrongly and unlawfully did take and snatch up from 
them as they were at play and did take it away”   The witness in 
court was John Aylett.   Surely John too was breaking the law, 
so in being a witness had he turned King’s evidence?   
Actually, no, because at the time there wasn’t a king - Cromwell 
had died the month before but the monarchy wasn’t to be 
restored until May 1660. 
 
 The second reference came in 1665 when the court 
considered the return by the surveyors of Broomfield of such 
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persons who had not done their work, the work in question being 
the maintenance of the highways within the parish.   It was an 
obligation for the parish to maintain the King‘s highway in good 
condition by the clearing of overhanging hedges and trees, 
keeping the bridges over river and stream in good repair, and 
maintaining the surface of the road by filling in the ever 
occurring potholes.   Men who had a team or teams of horses 
and carts were expected to provide them to assist with the work.   
John Aylett was one of the transgressors - although “keeping one 
team he hath wrought out but 5 days”.    
 
 John Aylett may have been followed by John Boosey for 
his name appears against Staceys on the 1678 fence list.   This 
was most likely the John Boosey of Scravels who died in 1680, 
for the 1687 fence list shows that it was then "Mrs Boosey, 
widow".   John Boosey was born in 1633 and he succeeded to 
the estate of Scravels on his father’s death in 1645, while he was 
still a minor.    John became very involved in parish affairs and 
more of his story is told in the chapter on Scravels.   His 
tombstone in Broomfield churchyard reads “John Boosey late of 
Scravels in Broomfield, Gentleman, died 28th November 1680”.   
It is likely that John had either bought Staceys but retained 
Scravels as his main residence, or had leased Staceys to add to 
his farmland.     In view of subsequent deeds he probably 
leased it.    Mary Boosey was John's widow and she 
continued to live at Scravels until her death in 1715.   
 
 At some time Isaac Boosey lived at Staceys because the 
parish register shows that in 1688 Isaac "an ancient bachelor" 
died at Staceys.   It is very probable that Isaac was only a tenant 
living in the house, for a few years earlier, in 1678, he had been 
a tenant at Glovers.   And while Isaac was living in the house 
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Widow Mary Boosey continued to farm the land.    Mary was 
still there in 1710 when a deed of that year showed  that the 
farm was in fact owned by an Elizabeth Hatt.   This wasn’t a 
Broomfield name.   She could have been a member of a 
wealthy family who were lords of the manor of Orsett.   There 
are several mentions of the Hatt family in the documents held by 
the Essex Record Office.     However, the document in 
question refers to her as “of London” so maybe there was no 
connection. 
 
 Elizabeth Hatt  left Staceys farm to her daughter 
Elizabeth Scott for her lifetime.    The daughter was the wife of 
Richard Scott of Surrey,  and probably quite unconnected with 
the Scotts who were at Staceys in 1475.   After Elizabeth 
Scott‘s death the property was to go to her daughter, and 
Elizabeth Hatt‘s grand-daughter, yet another Elizabeth.   This 
was Elizabeth Otway, the wife of James Otway of Westminster.   
The 1710 deed noted that the farm was then in the occupation of 
Mary Boosey. 
 
 By 1730 Elizabeth Otway was a widow.   On her death 
she left Staceys to her son, Stanhope Otway.     Morant's 1735 
list shows that John Boosey was then farming Staceys and a 
deed of 1743 between Stanhope Otway and Samuel Fullager 
mentions that at that date the farm was occupied by John 
Boosey.   The deed was in fact a mortgage; Stanhope was 
borrowing £100 from Fullager.   In 1746 he was again 
borrowing from Fullager. This deed also revealed  that the 
subject of the mortgage, Staceys farm, had approximately 100 
acres of land.    
 
 In 1750 Stanhope Otway died.   In his will he left 
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Staceys in trust for his two nieces, Elizabeth and Bridget Otway.   
His executors and trustees were his brothers Robert, Charles, 
and Francis Otway.    When Elizabeth Otway died in 1765 she 
left her half share in Staceys to her sister Bridget.     In 1776 
the remaining trustee, Charles, and Bridget Otway, together with 
Christopher Fullager (whose interest arose from the earlier 
mortgage in favour of his father) sold Staceys to William 
Boosey.   The farm was then estimated to be of 90 acres more 
or less. 
 
 After many years of Boosey occupancy Staceys was now 
in the ownership of the Boosey family but this was a different 
branch of that family.   John Boosey, who farmed Staceys until 
his death in 1680, and his wife Mary had three children, all 
daughters, and the ownership of Scravels descended down that 
female line.   The John Boosey who occupied Staceys in the 
1730s and 1740s was from another branch and it was his son 
who eventually bought it. 
      
 William Boosey had married Sarah Bush in St Mary’s 
church, Broomfield, on the 8th April 1763.   Their first child, 
Sarah, died in infancy.   Two more children followed; William, 
baptised in 1768, and Elizabeth baptised in 1769.   William’s 
wife died in 1776 and in the following year he married again, to 
Sarah Wright, spinster.  He died in 1794 and was succeeded at 
Staceys by his son. 
 
 Ownership seems to have brought its problems.   
Between 1780 and 1821 William Boosey, father and son, 
borrowed money by means of a mortgage at least six times.   In 
1780 William Senr. borrowed from Thomas Baker, and in 1785 
from Isaac Moil.  In 1813 his son borrowed from Stephen 
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Clement (£1,000), in 1817 from Jeremiah Pledger (£500) of 
Maldon, in 1818 from Robert Burder and in 1821 from John 
Barnard. 
 
 In 1797 William Boosey married Susannah Blyth.   
There is no record in the parish register of their having children 
and in 1820 Susannah died.   Eleven years later William died; 
he was buried in Broomfield churchyard on the 25th August 
1831.   He was 63 years of age.   In his will he left Blue House 
farm, Chignal, which he had bought from John Parsons, to Mary 
Ann Blyth who was then residing with him at Staceys.   Their 
relationship wasn’t specified although it will be recalled that 
William’s wife was a Blyth and Susannah had a sister Mary who 
would have been 45 at the time of William‘s death. 
 
 William’s executors, Thomas Blyth and John Copland,  
found it necessary to sell Staceys in order to pay all the parties 
who had acquired an interest through the mortgages.   
Accordingly, Staceys was put up for sale by auction at the 
Saracens Head Inn, Chelmsford, on Friday the 9th December at 
three o'clock in the afternoon.   The farm was sold in several 
lots.   One detached part of the farm; Mill Mead, went to 
William and Henry Marriage.   This could have caused 
confusion since  they already owned another Mill Mead, close 
by the Staceys field.    Their new purchase became known, 
appropriately enough, as Booseys Mead, the name it is known 
by today. 
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 Another detached field, Lower Meadow, was sold to 
Thomas Christy.   Like Mill Mead, this was some distance from 
the farm, alongside the river at the rear of Brooklands and 
abutting land that Christy already owned. 
 
 Ether Downs and Slough Field were sold to Thomas 
Crooks.   Slough Field had originally been known as Glade 
Field and then Slade Field.   This too was detached from the 
rest of Staceys farm.  Ether Downs, once called Long Lea, was 
virtually detached too, meeting the corner of Further Long Field 
at the end of Scravels Lane.  Tommy Crooks, a Writtle farmer, 
was then also farming the Parsonage lands. 
 
 The house and its adjoining farmland, totalling 91 acres, 
were bought by a London lawyer, Mr Mark Beauchamp 
Peacock. 
The 1831 sale catalogue described Staceys thus:  "Staceys is a 
very complete freehold Estate in the highly respectable Parish of 
Broomfield.   Comprising a capital brick build modern 
residence containing Dining and Drawing Rooms of good 
dimensions, Entrance Hall, Kitchen, Store-room, Pantry, dry 
Cellarage, 4 good Chambers, a Dressing room and 4 attics; the 
whole conveniently fitted up with closets and fit for the 
immediate reception of a family of respectability".    
 
 The catalogue goes on to describe the outbuildings, brew 
house and dairy, hen house, harness house, 5-stalled stables, 2 
barns, cow house, bullock house, granary, piggeries and sheds.  
There were capital gardens and orchards.   It also gave the 
names and acreages of the fields comprising the farm.     
Finally, it states: "An excellent opportunity is now offered for 
the safe investment of Capital, Staceys being one of the most 
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complete Estates of its size in the County of Essex.   The 
situation is remarkably pleasant and healthy and the 
neighbourhood highly respectable.   Several coaches daily pass 
to and from London, through the village of Broomfield." 
 
 At this point it is convenient to look at the land which 
comprised Staceys farm.   In 1777, the year after he bought the 
farm, William Boosey commissioned a map of his estate.   In 
1831 another map was produced when the farm was again up for 
sale.   In 1846 the tithe map of Broomfield was produced.   
And  c1850 another map was drawn.   The cartographer of the 
1850 map was R Baker of Writtle and although the map doesn’t 
say so it must have been commissioned either by Mark Peacock 
or by Thomas Rust, then leasing the farm.   
 
 In addition to the maps the various deeds, from 1710 
through to 1831, give the names of the fields.   These names 
tended to change somewhat with the passage of time but the 
composition of the farm remained the same so it should be 
possible to link them to their later names.   The final map of the 
farm, drawn around 1850, obviously omitted those fields which 
were disposed of separately in the sale of 1831.    
 
 As to the fields which formed the original farm bought 
by Richard Stacey in 1362, these can only be guessed at.   We 
know it then amounted to 57 acres plus 1½ acres of meadow, 
although we cannot be sure just how accurate that measurement 
was.   The meadow was surely the detached parcel of land by 
the river known as Mill Mead and now as Boosey’s Mead, and 
this was fairly accurately measured.      It is tempting to think 
that the strip of fields along the northern side of the farm were 
added later.   If these were subtracted from Peacock‘s 91 acres 
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it would leave approximately 54 acres.   And if Ether Downs 
was then added...    But this is pure conjecture.   
 
 

 
 
      The fields of Staceys farm. 
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1.  Great Hooks.       In 1710 this was  Hoke Field,
 of 10 acres.      In 1777 it was The Hook.   
In 1831 it was    Great Hooks and measured 
as 11a  0r  6p.   
 
 2. Pear Tree Field.    In 1710  it had the  same name and 11 
   acres.   In 1771 it was measured as  
   9a 3r 1p and in 1831 it was 9a  2r 15p. 
 
 3. Mistling Field.      In 1710 it was Hogs Coat or Mislen 
Field,    of 7 acres.  In  1777 it was Misling 
Field    of 6a 1r 24p, and in 1831 it was 6a 1r 35p 
 
 4. Hollow Croft.       In 1710 it was Hall or Hock Croft, of 7 
   acres.  In 1777 it was Hollow Croft of  
   5a 2r 5p.   In 1831 it was 5a  3r   0p              
  
5. Dool Field.             In 1710 it was Doal Field and 14 
acres.      In 1777 it was Dool Field of 14a 
1r 38p    In 1831 it was 15a 1r  9p     
 
 6. Little Pasture.   In 1710 it was Tear Croft, of 1 acre.  In 
   1777 it was Tair Croft and in 1831 it was 
   1a  2r  27p       
 
 7. Grove Field } In 1710 this was  Grove Field,  of 10 
   }acres.   In 1777 it was given as 9a 1r 8p.    
 8. Grove Field  } In 1831 it was two fields, Grove Field 
 Pasture } (5a 2r 26p) and Grove Field Pasture  
    (3a 3r 20p).  
 
 9. Brick Kiln Field   In 1710 it wasn’t mentioned - it was 



 

14 

     then part of Clothes Hedge field.  In 
     1777 it  was Waintree (?) Field  of  
      5a 1r 36p.  In 1831 it was Brick Kiln 
      Field,  and  measured 5a 1r 29p. 
 
10. Walnut Tree Field  In 1710 and 1777 it wasn’t mentioned - 
       it was part of Clothes Hedge Field.  
In       1831 it was Walnut Tree  Field, of  
       4a  2r  2p. 
 
 
11. Clothes Hedge Field In 1710 it was  Close Hedge Field and 
      18 acres.   In 1777 it was Cloth Hedge 
       and had lost 9.  and was 12a 1r 20p.   
In        1831 it was Clothes hedge, had lost 
10.        above and was 8a 0r 18p.  
 
12  Pightle     In 1710 it was Staceys Land formerly a 
      little grove, together with orchards and  
      a lane, altogether 4 acres  In 1777
      it was the Pightle and homestead of  
      4a 1r 38p.   In 1831 it was the same.  
 
13. Lower Long Field   In 1710 it was Little Long Croft, of 3 
      acres.   In 1777 it was Hither Long 
Field       of 4a 1r 14p.   In 1831 it was Lower 
       Long Field, of 4a 1r 2p. 
 
 
 
14. Long Field    In 1710 it was Great Long Close or 
      Croft, of 3 acres.   In 1777 it was 
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       Further Long field.   In 1831 it 
was       Long Field, of 4a 1r 13p. 
15. Slough Field.    In 1710 it was Glade Field or Slade 
      Field, of 6 acres.   In 1777 Slow field, 
      in 1831 Slough Field, of  6a 2r 28p.  
It       was sold as a separate lot in 1831 and 
      ceased to be a part of Staceys farm. 
 
16. Ether Downs    In 1710 it was Long Lea, of 2 acres.
      In 1777 it  was Eather Downs, of  
      1a 3r 27p. In 1831 it was called Ether 
      Downs, and 2a 2r 22p.   In  that year 
it       was sold as a separate lot and ceased to 
      be a part of Staceys farm. 
 
 

 
 

The detached meadows of Staceys Farm 
 

17. Boosey’s Mead    Not mentioned in 1710.  The 1710 
deed       mentions an unidentified  meadow of 
      2½ acres but this seems too large.   In 
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      1777  it was Little Meadow, 1a 0r 22p.   
      In 1831 it was Mill Mead of  1a 1r  
3p.         Sold as a separate lot to W&H 
Marriage       in 1831. 
 
18. Lower Meadow    In 1710 it was Long Meadow of 2 
acres.         In 1777  it was Two Acre 
Meadow.   In       1831 it was Lower 
Meadow of 2a 1r 7p       and sold to Thomas 
Christy.    
 
 
 The farm was measured as 102½ acres in the deed of 
1710.   At the time of the sale in 1831 it was 104a 2r 8p, and 
the separate sales of Ether Downs, Slough Field, Mill Mead and 
Lower Meadow reduced it to 91a 2r 30p. 
 
 Mark Peacock had the property surveyed and valued 
before he bid for it.   He was advised that £4,150 would be a 
reasonable valuation; if he could get it for less, so much the 
better.   In the event he got it for £4,000.   It was clearly 
bought as an investment because he didn't live at Staceys.   
Shortly after the sale the property was leased to Thomas Rust.    
 
 It seems that Mr Rust quickly made his mark.   In the 
early 1980s, when some essential repairs were being carried out 
to the structure of the house, a sheet of lead was discovered on 
the roof.   On it had been scratched the names of previous 
workmen who had been up there.    Among them was Mr Rust 
himself, who wrote against his name:- 
  
  His name stands here in a lead 
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        And may stand here when he is dead 
       1833 
 
How true it turned out to be.   Some work must have been 
needed on the roof soon after Mr Rust took on the lease and it 
looks as though he climbed up there himself. 
 
 The 1841 census shows that Thomas Rust was living at 
Staceys with his wife, Jemima, and their children, Mary (25), 
John (22), Thomas (20), and  Susannah (8).  The eldest son, 
John, was presumably not going to follow his father on the land 
- he was shown as an organ builder.   
 
 The 1851 census is a little more informative.   It reveals 
that Rust was born at Good Easter in 1782/3.   His wife was 
born at Pleshey in 1788/9.   There were 4 men and 2 boys 
employed on the farm, which then extended to 91½ acres.   
Rust’s son Thomas, then 32, was also living at Staceys, as was 
daughter Susannah, then 18.   Thomas jnr. had been born at 
Pleshey and Susannah at South Weald, which tells something of 
the family’s past before coming to Broomfield.   In 1851 
Thomas jnr. was employed at Staceys as the farm bailiff.  
 
 Thomas Rust died in 1853.   He wasn’t the owner of 
Staceys but he did own a cottage and a field at Leaden Roding.   
He named his sons John and Thomas as his executors together 
with Jemima, and Jemima was to have the benefit of the Leaden 
Roding property for her lifetime; it was then to go the John.   
He left bequests to his sons and to his daughters Mary Saltmarsh 
and Susannah who was still unmarried.     
 
 The Rust family must have moved away soon after 
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Thomas Rust’s death for by 1861 John Lay was then living there 
with his wife Susan and their four children.   Four-year-old 
Charlotte was born at Broomfield so they must have been at 
Staceys by 1856/7.   John came from Tillingham, where he was 
born in 1807/8, and he was described as farm bailiff in the 
census.   His oldest son George, who was 13 at the time of the 
1861 census, was also born at Tillingham.   The other two 
children were Ellen, then aged 3 and Alice, then 10 months. 
 
 By 1851 William Impey was shown as farming 
Broomfield Hall.   Impey’s son, Henry John, was born in that 
year and he was no doubt in due course groomed for a farmer’s 
life for in 1881 he was shown as living at Staceys.  He was then 
aged 30 and married although his wife Marion wasn't present on 
the census day, nor was his youngest child, also Marion, who 
had been born in 1879.  Perhaps mother and daughter were 
staying with the mother's parents.      The only other occupant 
at Staceys was a domestic servant, 28 year old Jane Broyle.   In 
1881 Staceys farm had extended to 111 acres and Henry John 
was employing 15 men, 2 boys and a dairywoman.      In 
1891 Henry John Impey, then 40, was a farmer and milk 
merchant, so he clearly had a dairy herd. His wife Marion was 
two years younger than he, and came from Gloucester.   They 
had two daughters, Marion Winifred then 11 or 12, and Clarice 
aged 6.   A nurse and a domestic help were also living in.   
The farm was still being rented, on a lease from Mr Peacock. 
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                           Staceys c1900 
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 The two photographs on the previous page were taken 
when Marion Winifred Impey was still living at Staceys.   She 
married in 1903 and moved away so the photographs were 
probably taken not long before that date.   The lower 
photograph was captioned "Back of Staceys Broomfield Essex - 
showing the old white rose 'William's Eye' or Williams 
evergreen under my bedroom window".  Was William's Eye a 
rendering of Williamsii?   Neither version appears in modern 
rose catalogues.  The quantity of flowers suggests that it was an 
impressive rose of its day and one wonders why it became lost to 
commerce. 
 
 Also in the photograph is the well, the only source of 
water until 1973, when it ran dry.  It must have been one of the 
last buildings in Broomfield to be entirely reliant on such a 
source. 
 
 After Henry John Impey, in about 1905, came William 
Speakman who leased the farm until near the end of the 1914-18 
war.   He was followed for a few years by Leonard Hayward.   
After Len Hayward came James Christy of Priors who farmed 
the land and sub-let the house to Harry Weston in the spring of 
1927.    
 
 When James Christy died, his sister Dora farmed Staceys 
until 1936, when George Knowles, Senr. leased the farm and 
house from Mr Peacock, buying it as sitting tenant in 1949.  He 
bought the farm, then measured at 92 acres and 22 perches, plus 
some cottages at Clobbs Yard, for £6,100. 
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This photograph of a a Land Army wedding was taken 
at Staceys farm shortly after World War I 

 
 George Knowles came from a farming family.   He was 
a Cornishman and his father, William Knowles, was born at 
Mabe, a village some three miles west of Falmouth.  William 
and his family moved to a farm at Grade, a small village near St 
Ruan, on the Lizard peninsula,  where young George was born 
in 1867.   The 1881 census shows George as a 13-year-old 
scholar, living on the farm with his parents and his three 
brothers, William then 18, Harry then 17, and Ernest then 15. 
 
 By 1901 George had left Cornwall to make his living in 
Essex where he took on Lordship Farm and Sturgeons Farm at 
Writtle, living in Sturgeons farmhouse.   His brothers stayed on 
in Cornwall where each ran his own farm, William at 
Constantine, Harry at Mabe, and Ernest at Ruan Minor, near 
Mullion.   Whilst at Lordship Farm George became closely 
involved with the National Farmers Union, and when a 
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Chelmsford Branch was formed in May 1913 he became its 
Hon. Secretary.   Later in the same year he became the County 
Branch Secretary. 
 
 Moving to Staceys Farm in 1936, George became a 
familiar figure in the community.   A keen supporter of the 
Essex Hunt, he was still riding when he was in his eighties.   
He reckoned to make his century if he could just get past 92, 
what he called "the dangerous age".   In the event he didn't 
quite make it to 92, he died in 1958 and was buried on what 
would have been his 91st birthday.  He left Staceys farm to his 
nephew, George Knowles Jnr., the son of his youngest brother 
Ernest who for health reasons had also left Cornwall for the drier 
east of England.  George Jnr. had married Joan, the widow of 
John Weston. 
 
 Joan was the daughter of Frank and Edith Hope 
Wiseman who lived nearby at Paglesham House, Scots Green.  
Frank had died in 1936 but Hope lived on to a great age, dying 
in 1981 when well into her nineties.    Joan had married John 
Weston,  the son of the previous tenant of Staceys farm.  
Serving in the Royal Artillery in World War II, and frustrated by 
the lack of action, he volunteered as a glider pilot.   He was 
killed in 1944, attempting an emergency landing on the playing 
fields of his old school, Chelmsford's King Edward VI Grammar 
School.   It was a strange coincidence that two Wisemans were 
to be associated with Staceys some 400 years apart, and even 
stranger that two Joan Westons should be involved with Staceys 
600 years apart. 
 
 George Knowles died in 1972 at the age of 63 and in that 
same year the farmland was sold to Dolph Claydon, a farmer and 
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builder from Ulting.   The house and orchards were retained 
and Joan Knowles lived on in the house until her death in 
October 1977.    Staceys then passed to her daughter Margaret 
who moved in with her husband David Pinkerton and their 
family. 
 
 It is interesting to note that the house was described in 
1831 as a modern residence.   Richard Stacey's original house 
had long since been rebuilt, perhaps more than once, though 
there are traces of an earlier house on the site of the present one.   
In the cellar of the present house the brickwork is curiously part 
Georgian and part Tudor.  There is a blocked entrance in the 
opposite wall to the present entrance.    It appears that the old 
house was demolished and the present one built on almost the 
same site, with part of the old cellar being incorporated into the 
new building. 
 There has been some speculation as to the date of the 
present house.   Once thought to be rather earlier, it can 
reasonably be dated to c1780, almost certainly the work of 
William Boosey.   Boosey bought the farm in 1776 and in the 
following year he commissioned a map of his estate from 
Matthew Hall Jnr.   The map includes a drawing of the house in 
elevation.   It doesn’t accord with the present building.  The 
drawing shows a facade with seven windows and three dormers, 
whereas the present house has five windows and three dormers.   
It also displays a large central stack.  
 
 Could the drawing have shown the house as Boosey had 
planned it but which in the event didn't come to fruition?  Could 
the map-maker have made a mistake?   Surely not.   Matthew 
Hall Senior was a land surveyor and carpenter whose carpentry 
led to his becoming a successful timber merchant at Maldon.   
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The son followed in his footsteps, getting many commissions for 
maps including several for the du Cane family at Great Braxted.   
His work was noted for its neatness and accuracy, his maps were 
well drawn with neat clear script.   He would have accurately 
represented what he saw, and luckily he still drew buildings in 
front elevation at a time when drawing in plan was taking over. 
 
 The building must have taken place soon after the 1777 
map was produced.   The work no doubt proved very costly, 
perhaps rather more than William Boosey may have anticipated, 
and this may have been the cause of all those mortgages, the first 
of which was taken out in 1780. 
 
 The house today looks much as it would have done when 
William Boosey completed the building.    But this isn't the end 
of the story.   That it does look much the same is thanks to 
some major work undertaken in the 1980s.    By then, 200 
years after it was built, the house was in trouble.   It had settled 
some 150mm at the South East corner.   Cracks had been 
patched and made good several times.   The wall plates, from 
where the roof was pitched, were some 600mm above the ceiling 
joists so that the thrust of the roof was restrained only by the 
brick walls.   The thrust of the roof had pushed the rear wall of 
the house out by some 100mm.   A great deal of work was 
needed. 
 
 The rear wall which had been pushed out was tackled 
first; the roof was stripped and the brickwork taken down.   All 
the sound bricks were cleaned and re-used, as were some 50% of 
the roof tiles.   Wall plates and rafters were replaced, in part or 
wholly,  where necessary, and cross ties inserted.   Gutters 
were reconstructed and hoppers and downpipes replaced.  The 
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19th century dormers at the rear were removed.    
 
 To correct the settlement parts of the walls were taken 
down and the footings strengthened and deepened.   The floors 
and roof levelled up as far as possible, and the walls and 
chimneys rebuilt.   The interior too was restored and 
redecorated in keeping with the style of the house.   All in all a 
daunting and expensive undertaking by David and Margaret 
Pinkerton, but one which has successfully restored this fine 
Grade II listed building. 
 
 
 

     
     The front of Staceys during  restoration in the 1980s. 
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* * * * * * * * * 

 
1570.   The tenement sometime Stacis and nowe William 
Everid Esq., maketh from Estis Rolfes towards the northe one 
rodde (In margin John Aylett). 
1678.  The tenement sometimes Stacyes now John Booseys 
maketh from Lanzens towards ye north by estimation one rodd. 
1687.  The tenement  sometime Staceys now Mrs Boosey Wid. 
maketh from Lanzens northward one rod. 
1735.   Staceys - Jn Boosey - A rod 
1843.  20. Staceys now occupied by Mr Rust, maketh from no. 
19  towards the north one rod.  Owner M B Peacock. 
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23. 
 

Chobbings. 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 Chobbings is now in the civil parish of Chignall, which 
was formed by the merging of Chignal St. James and Chignal 
Smealey in 1888.   However, for most of its existence 
Chobbings was in Broomfield, hence its responsibility for a 
share in the maintenance of Broomfield's churchyard fence.   In 
1570 it was occupied by Thomas Choppin and it may have been 
his family which gave it its name.   If so, it was probably an 
ancestor for the name, as Choppin, Chopyn or Chobbing, had 
been around for a long time before 1570. 
 In 1322 Ranulf Chopyn and his wife Emma were 
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involved in an agreement with Sewall de Broomfield's daughter 
Matilda regarding eight acres of land, an acre of wood and 2/- in 
rent in Broomfield and Chignal.   Ranulf and Emma gave 
Matilda £10, a large sum in 1322.   Ranulf was described as "of 
Writtle".  This is all very significant because Chobbings farm 
was for long part in Broomfield, part in Chignal St James, and 
part in Writtle.   Within a year Ranulf and his wife were 
granted a field called seven acres between Priors land and the 
Roman Land of Writtle for £5, again in the same area.   It had 
formerly been Sewall's land and it must be very close to what 
became Chobbings Farm.    
 
 In 1334 Sewall de Broomfield's son Gilbert quitclaimed 
to Ranulf Chopyn a tenement and land in Broomfield, and in 
1338 Ranulf quitclaimed to Thomas Pacchere of Writtle a 
messuage and gardens, 18 acres of arable land, 2 acres of wood, 
1 rod of pasture in Broomfield which had belonged to Sewall de 
Broomfield.  All this took place in the area of Chobbings Farm 
and must surely be associated with the origins of that property. 
 
 There were two more mentions of Ranulf Chopyn in 
1338.   Another conveyance to Thomas Pacchere mentioned 
“12 pence of annual rent for a tenement in Chignal St James  
which Walter Alleyn of Broomfield was accustomed to pay to 
grantor (Ranulf Chopyn)“.   And in that same year Robert 
Kynget of Writtle released to Ranulf tenements in Broomfield 
which they had acquired jointly from William de Irlande and his 
wife Mabel. 
 
 
 Nevertheless Chopyn or Choppin doesn't seem to have 
been an old Broomfield name.   The names of parishioners 
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appear on reports into the state of the church between 1288 and 
1291 but there is no Chopyn there, nor on the tax lists of 1319 
and 1327.   Nor even on a tax list of 1524.   But it did appear 
in Chignal and Writtle, suggesting that Ralph and his 
descendants continued to have their place of residence outside 
Broomfield whilst owning land in Broomfield.   At least until 
the 1500s.    
 
 John Choppin, probably the father of Thomas Choppin, 
was taxed on his Broomfield land in 1544.   The fact that it was 
land probably meant that though he farmed Chobbings he was 
living elsewhere, no doubt Chignal or Writtle.   Thomas may 
have come to live at Chobbings shortly after.   Perhaps he 
moved into Broomfield when he married Elizabeth. 
    
 By 1551 Thomas Choppin was in Broomfield for in that 
year his child was baptised in Broomfield church, and between 
1551 and 1570 there were several Choppins entries in the 
Broomfield Parish register.   John Choppin the elder died in 
1558 and he was buried in Broomfield churchyard - had he come 
to live with Thomas and his family?   . Several children were 
baptised at Broomfield, Lawrence (1561), Ralph (1562), 
Elizabeth (1564) and Francis (1566) where the parents name(s) 
weren't given, and Joan (1570), the daughter of Thomas and 
Elizabeth. 
 
 The 1570 fence list shows four successive occupants of 
Chobbings.   Thomas Choppin was there in 1570.   The left 
hand margin shows, first, Widow Wood and then Emson, and 
the right hand margin shows Peacock, suggesting that the order 
of occupation from 1544 was Choppin (John, then Thomas), 
Wood, Emson, Peacock.   However, in this case the second left 
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margin entry, Emson, probably came after the right hand one, 
Peacock, because the 1678 fence list gives the occupant as John 
Emson of Chignal, so it was probably Choppin, Wood, Peacock, 
Emson. 
 
 As Chignal families they would have appeared in the 
registers of that parish, almost certainly Chignal St James.   
Unfortunately, those registers only go back as far as 1723; the 
earlier one was in existence in 1786 but has since been lost.   
John Emson was quite possibly the John baptised at Broomfield 
in 1627, the son of Robert and Joan Emsdon so maybe that 
family moved between Broomfield and Chignal. 
 
 There are two slight complications in the probable 
descent of Chobbings.   In 1572 Thomas Choppin was 
deforcient on a Fine, quitclaiming to Lawrence Glasscock of 
Priors one messuage, 3 gardens, 1 orchard and 5 acres of pasture 
in Broomfield and Chignal St James.   Could this have referred 
to Chobbings?   It doesn’t seem large enough and it may have 
referred to another property, Lurkes, which later became 
absorbed by Chobbings.   Lawrence Glasscock died in 1614 so 
could he have passed on before the scribe updated the 
churchyard fence list? 
 
 The second complication is a tantalising entry in 
Broomfield’s parish register.   It records the burial, on the 29th 
March 1630, of Humphrey George “dwelling at Chobbings”.   
A little later, on the 22nd May of that year, Widow George, the 
relict of Humphrey was buried.   It isn’t known just who were 
the owners and who were the tenants of Chobbings at that time, 
or if they were one and the same.   There is just a list of names 
covering the period from 1570 to 1678 - Choppin, Glasscock, 
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George, Wood, Peacock, Emson. 
 
 In 1687 Chobbings was occupied by John Hoare and 
according to Morant it was still John Hoare in 1735.   Since his 
daughter Elizabeth was baptised at Broomfield in 1685 they 
were probably at Chobbings for at least two years before the 
1687 fence list was drawn up.   There is no indication as to 
whether they were related to the Hoare family of Boreham 
House, New Hall and Belstead Hall, but as it turns out Hoare 
was just a tenant so probably not. 
 
 There is then a gap in the records of Chobbings, but help 
is at hand.  There exists in the Essex Record Office a bundle of 
deeds relating to Chobbings and covering the period 1700 to 
1741.    They were stored in a building which was damaged 
when fire broke out in the neighbouring building.   The fire 
didn't damage the deeds but the water used to put the fire out 
did.   The parchment deeds were soaked; they stuck together 
and then became brittle when they dried out.   A seal attached 
to one of the deeds has crumbled away.   They are not in a good 
state.   Looking at the outside of each deed they appear to be 
mortgages, leases and releases with no indication of there being 
an abstract of title.   And since they only cover the period to 
1741, and Morant stated that in 1735 it was still in the 
possession of John Hoare this doesn't seem to lead the story 
forward.   But they do mention the name of Stephen Levitt and 
so are deserving of closer inspection 
 
 
 The earliest deed dates from 1700 and at once contains a 
surprise.   The property is referred to a Sanders, or Saunders, 
alias Choppings.   This is the first reference to an alternative 
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name and one with no obvious Broomfield connection.    That 
it is Chobbings can be seen from the field names in the deed.   
There were two parcels of land called Godbolds, the equivalent 
of Round and Long Gobles.   Home Field was mentioned and a 
grove or meadow in Writtle which seems to have been called 
Fan Mead.   The latter must equate to the Ozier Ground of later 
records.   Another field was called Walpoole Croft, a name not 
now recognizable.   The deed relates that Chobbings Farm had 
once belonged to a John Payne but another of the deeds takes the 
story back much further, back to 1634. 
 
 Thomas Chopping had been the occupant in 1570.   
Lawrence Glasscock may or may not have been involved after 
Chopping and we know that Humphrey George was there in 
1630.   Widow Wood remains a mystery, I suspect she was 
there immediately after Thomas Choppin, but in 1634 Roger 
Harris, citizen and fishmonger of London, obtained a judgement 
against William Peacock, citizen, merchant and haberdasher of 
London, for two debts of £500 each.  William was unable to 
settle the debt and Roger Harris obtained the freehold of 
Chobbings Farm in part settlement.    So this was the Peacock 
named in the margin of the fence list and puts him as the owner 
immediately prior to 1634.   Roger Harris then obtained the 
farm and he in turn left it to his daughter Mary. 
 
 Mary Harris married John Stourton of Totteridge, then a 
small rural village which lay in the triangle between Edgeware, 
Finchley and Barnet.   By virtue of the marriage John Stourton 
became the next owner of Chobbings until 1650 when it was 
sold to John Payne, like Roger Harris a citizen and fishmonger 
of London. 
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 John Payne died in 1682 and in his will he left 
Chobbings to his two daughters for their lifetime.   Mary Payne 
had married Reginald Rabett and Ann Payne had married 
Francis Griffith.   On their death John Payne had willed that it 
was to pass to Mary’s son, John Rabett in tail.    
 
 The deed of 1700 shows that in that year there were 
several interested parties.   The first parties were Morgan and 
Ann Ryan of Islington.    Ann was the daughter of John Payne, 
her husband Francis Griffith had died and she had married again, 
to Morgan Ryan.   By 1700 Mary Rabett had died and John 
Rabett had inherited his mother’s share.   He was the second 
party and was shown as John Rabett of Bramfield, Suffolk, a 
small village some 2 miles from Walpole.   Is it coincidental 
the one of the fields was Walpoole Croft?    The other parties 
were William Betts of Barnard’s Inn, London, Thomas Betts of 
the Inner Temple, and Philip Betts of Springfield.   The 
outcome was the transfer of the property from the first two 
parties, the descendants of John Payne, to Philip Betts for £215. 
 
 In 1719 Philip Betts mortgaged the property to Henry 
Oborne in return for a loan of £100 for one year at 5% interest.   
This was Henry Oborne senior, the vicar of Great Waltham.  
Henry was a Wiltshire man who had studied at Trinity College, 
Oxford, getting his BA in 1690 and his MA in 1693.   He 
became vicar of Great Waltham in 1703 and in 1707 he married 
Elizabeth Everard, the daughter of Sir Hugh Everard Bt. of 
Langleys, Great Waltham.    Henry Oborne later became vicar, 
first of West Hanningfield and then of Thaxted.  He died at 
Thaxted in 1736 and in his will he stated that he wished to be 
buried in a plain black coffin with no nails, hinges, or any other 
pomp.   The coffin was to be borne by six poor neighbours who 
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were to be paid one shilling each.   He left all his books to his 
son Henry who had just been ordained and was later to become 
vicar of Thaxted like his father.   To his daughter Humfrey he 
left one shilling, not through any disagreement but because she 
had had more than her full share already! 
 
 Also in 1719 it appears that Betts entered into an 
agreement with Marbury Freeman, a well known Chelmsford 
solicitor of the day and a member of the Freeman family of the 
Pulling House on Broomfield’s Church Green.   Philip Betts 
seemingly did not repay the £100 loan from Oborne because he 
mortgaged Chobbings again in 1723 to John Thwaites of 
Chelmsford to borrow a further £50, Henry Oborne’s loan of 
£100 being also assigned to Thwaites.   In 1728 there was 
another mortgage, Elizabeth Stoakes of Broomfield, spinster, 
lending a further £100.    
 
 Philip Betts of Springfield died in 1719, leaving his 
estate to his son, also Philip, so it is likely that it was the son 
who took out the mortgage with Henry Oborne; it was certainly 
Philip jnr.  who took out the subsequent mortgages.    
 
 The deed of 1719 gives more detail.   The farm then had 
37 acres of land and the field names are more easily recognised.   
Although parts of the deed are difficult to read the following 
fields are mentioned: 
 Round Godbolds   4a    Chobbings Field    6a 
 Long Godbolds      4a   Lower Brick Ley   4a 
 Honey Croft        1a   Upper Brick Ley    6a 
            The Grove              2a    Chobbings Mead   
1a 
 Gunners Garden     1rd   Hessam (?)Mead   4a 
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There must have been other pieces of land to make up the 37 
acres though the figures given are clearly approximations.  
Gunners Garden was a particularly small piece of land that could 
have been the Garden Field along Staceys Lane. 
 

        
 
    Could this have been Chobbings Farm in the 17th 
century? 
     It would have come close to the 37 acres of the 1700 
deed. 
 One other important item in the 1719 deed was the name 
of the occupant of Chobbings, or rather occupants for there were 
two.   John Hoare, who was shown as occupant of Chobbings 
on the 1687 and 1735 fence lists, and William Green.   So it 
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seems that by 1719 the farmhouse may already have been split 
into two cottages. 
 
 In 1727 Philip Betts leased Chobbings Farm to James 
Chalke, maltster, for 15 years at an annual rent of £10.11s.0p 
plus ‘a couple of capons’.   This suggests that Morant was 
mistaken in writing John Hoare against Chobbings in 1735 
unless Chalke was farming the land, leaving Hoare in the 
farmhouse.   However, the 1727 lease states that Chobbings 
consisted of ‘a barn, formerly a messuage’ and land.   So it 
looks as if the old farmhouse had ceased to be a dwelling.   And 
the mortgage deed of 1728 states that the farm was ‘late in the 
occupation of John Hoare and now of James Chalke‘. 
 
 Philip Betts had married Sarah Bridge in 1721, he 
continued to live in Springfield, and on the 19th January 1730 he 
sold Chobbings.   The new owner was Stephen Levitt of 
Chelmsford, described in the 1730 deeds as a dissenter.   Levitt 
was a Quaker and a distiller of brandy at the Three Tuns in 
Chelmsford.    He paid Betts £230 for Chobbings Farm and the 
deed of conveyance noted that the tenement had lately been 
converted into a barn.    James Chalke was still in occupation.    
 
 It was probably in 1741, Chalke’s lease may then have 
expired, that Stephen Levitt leased Chobbings to William Mead 
at an annual rent of £12.  This document was badly damaged by 
water and is difficult to read but it seems that the lease was for 
21 years. 
 
 There is another set of deeds in the Essex Record Office 
that had been in the same storage as the Chobbings deeds.  
These somehow avoided the soaking and are quite readable.   
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They cover a much longer period, from 1661 to 1809, and refer 
to the property known as Lurkes.   Both the Chobbings and the 
Lurkes deeds were presented to the Record Office at the same 
time from the same source.   And in the 19th century both 
properties were being farmed by the Marriage family.   Indeed, 
Lurkes had become absorbed into Chobbings.   There is another 
connection; Stephen Levitt bought Lurkes in 1767.   It seems 
certain that from 1767 the two farms, the small property of 
Lurkes, and the larger one of Chobbings were combined.  From 
then on their fortunes were the same, at least until 1876, as we 
shall see.   
 
 Stephen Levitt Snr. died in 1758 and his property passed 
to his son, Stephen Levitt Jnr.   The younger Stephen died in 
1798 and he left his property to his wife Martha for life and then 
to his niece Sarah.   He referred in his will to his messuage and 
lands in Broomfield, Writtle and Chignal St James.    Sarah 
Levitt had married Joseph Bott and in the Land Tax returns the 
farm is shown from 1799 onwards as in the possession of Joseph 
Bott.  This remained the case up to the Land Tax list of 1811. 
 
 It was around the year 1812 when William Marriage 
bought Chobbings from Joseph and William Bott.   It remained 
in his hands until his death in 1826.   In 1822 William made his 
will and in it he left Chobbings to his daughter Maria.   The 
will notes that at that time the farm had 45 acres of land but 
there is no further indication as to which fields made up the 
farm.   In 1843 the churchyard fence list gave W & H Marriage 
as owners but this could have identified who was working the 
farm rather than the precise nature of the ownership. 
 
 In 1846 the Tithe map showed the owner as William 
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Impey Clayton and the occupants as W & H Marriage.   This is 
quite understandable, for in 1832 Clayton, a Dunmow man, had 
married Maria, the daughter of William and Mary Marriage.   
So the succession of ownership is clear.  Stephen Levitt had left 
it to his niece Sarah.   She had married Joseph Bott who around 
1812 had sold it to William Marriage.   William had left it to 
his daughter Marria who was the owner of Chobbings when she 
married William Clayton.    The Marriage family still farmed 
the land. 
 
 The farmhouse had at some time been converted into a 
pair of cottages.   It had then been converted into a barn before 
returning to two farmworkers cottages.   From around 1790 and 
into the early part of the 19th century Samuel Thorne had lived 
there with his wife Mary.   Samuel had married Mary Wood, a 
Quaker, in 1789.   By 1861 Thomas Amos, a cowman then 
aged 37, was living in one of the cottages with his wife Rachel 
and their children, Elizabeth aged 8, Arthur aged 6, George aged 
3 and Thomas aged 5 months.   In the adjoining cottage lived 
John Coleman, aged 46 and also a cowman, with his wife Mary.   
Amos was still there in 1881 but ten years later George Savill, a 
31-year-old agricultural labourer, was living there with his wife 
Elizabeth.   But this is getting ahead of events because in 1876 
the farm was put up for sale. 
 
 
 The sale catalogue, which doesn’t disclose the vendors, 
describes Chobbings as a desirable farm of 60 acres 2 rods and 
22 perches.   Situated in Broomfield, Chignal St James and 
Writtle, it was then in the occupation of W & H Marriage who 
were under notice to quit at Michaelmas.   This was no doubt a 
formality to leave the way open for the prospective purchaser to 
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negotiate a new lease or take the farm in hand.   It included two 
‘valuable enclosures of arable land’ amounting to 7a 2r 20p 
alongside the road leading from Chignal to Broomfield.   These 
were shown separately no doubt because they were historically a 
separate property - Lurkes.   The sale was made up of five lots, 
one of which (Lot 5) was a small farm at Dunmow and which 
doesn‘t figure in this story apart from the Dunmow connection.   
The sale was on the instructions of a Dunmow solicitor, all of 
which ties in with the Clayton family who were from that town. 
 
 Lot 1 was the farm.   In included the dwelling house, 
which was divided into two tenements, a barn, several sheds, a 
granary, cow shed and cow house, and a pump of good water.   
The fields and homestead were described as follows:- 
 
 
 
 Ref Name   Acreage 
Broomfield 
 177 Broomwood Field  6a 1r   2p 
 186 Pit Field   4a  3r   6p 
 178 Round Gobbles  5a  2r 30p    
 185 Lashings   6a  0r   3p    
 179 Long Gobbles   4a  2r 13p 
 182 Home Field   3a  3r 10p 
 180 Kiln Field    4a  2r  36p 
 181 Great Chobbings (part)  4a  0r   3p 
 423 Stoney Close     2a  3r 23p 
 424 Lower Field     2a  3r   2p 
 183 Homestead     0a   3r  3p 
Chignal St James.  
   99 Further Brick Kiln Leys  4a  2r    0p 
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 100 Hither Brick Kiln Leys    5a  0r  15p 
 102 Great Chobbings (part)    0a  3r  15p 
 103 Little Chobbings      1a  1r    0p 
 155 Taylors Field       1a  1r  15p 
Writtle  
 723 Ozier Ground        1a   1r   6p 
  
   Total,   Lot 1.     60a   2r  22p 
 
 The reference numbers are those appearing on the sale 
catalogue and tally with the numbers on the tithe maps.  The 
field measurements were also from the tithe maps.  At the time 
of the sale some of the fields had been merged to make fewer, 
larger ones.   Thus Round Gobbles (sic) and Lashings had 
become one, as had Long Gobbles and Home Field, Kiln Field 
and the Broomfield part of Great Chobbings, Stoney Close and 
Lower Field, and Further and Hither Brick Kiln Leys.   The 
creation of larger fields is clearly not a 20th century 
phenomenon. 
 
 Lot 2 in the 1876 sale consisted of a small field of 1a 3r 
32p along the lane from Parsonage Green to Staceys Farm, a 
curiously detached part of Chobbings.   An interesting facet of 
this entry is that the lane was described as leading from Crooks 
Green to Staceys Farm.    Crooks Green must be Parsonage 
Green, the relic of an earlier name for the Green, though I have 
traced only one other mention of it, on an early census address.   
On the 1846 tithe map this field was known as The Garden and 
in 1876 it was being rented out as allotments.   Its title was, like 
all of lot 1, given as the 1822 will of William Marriage so it was 
part of Chobbings then.     
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 Lot 3 was also a single field.   This was in Chignal St 
James and was almost certainly a part of the small farm of 
Lurkes which had been absorbed by Chobbings, though it is not 
clear why it should have been offered as a separate lot other than 
its earlier separate history.   It amounted to 4a 1r 10p and was 
not given a name in the catalogue.  Unusually, the tithe map of 
Chignal St James didn’t give it a name either.   Its title rested, 
not on the 1822 will of William Marriage but on a lease and 
release of 1827 involving three parties, John Copland, John 
Parsons, and Maria Marriage 
 
 Lot 4 was the field then known as Blue House Field.   It 
amounted to 3a 1r 10p and was part in Broomfield (1a 0r 24p) 
and  part in Chignal St James (2a 0r 26p).   The name clearly 
associates it with Blue House, a property that was then shown as 
in the ownership of Henry Marriage’s trustees.   It also matches 
the description of part of the land that, as with Lot 3, once 
formed the property known as Lurkes.   Like Lot 3 its title 
depended on the lease and release of 1827. 
 
 
 
 
 It seems that the farm, Lot 1, was bought by Henry 
Collings Wells a well known Broomfield figure, High Sheriff of 
Essex, and a partner in the Chelmsford brewing firm of Wells & 
Perry.   He lived at Broomfield Lodge, and no doubt the 
purchase was an investment for the Marriage family continued 
to work the land.    He must also have bought Lot 4 because at 
the time of the next sale, a little over 30 years later, the farm 
consisted of what had been lots 1 and 4.    
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 Lot 2, the little Garden Field then let as allotments, was 
bought by William Ward Duffield, acting for Samuel 
Christie-Miller, for £170.   Christie-Miller already owned the 
adjacent land.    This may have been the small field known as 
Gunners Garden, itself perhaps a corruption of Gunn’s Garden 
(?) which had appeared on the earlier deeds of Chobbings.   If 
so it had been a strangely detached part of Chobbings Farm for 
well over 150 years. 
 
 Lot 3, the curiously unnamed field in Chignal St James, 
became divorced from Chobbings Farm and played no further 
part in the story. 
 
 

. 
 
 The above drawing is based on the plan accompanying 
the 1876 sale catalogue.   The fields coloured green were in 
Broomfield, those in yellow were in Chignal St James and the 
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purple field was in Writtle.    They were: 
 
1.  Kiln Field                      2. Great Chobbings (part)
  
3.  Home Field                     4. Long Gobles  
5.  Round Gobles          6. Lashings 
7.  Pit Field                      8. Broomwood Field 
  
9.  Blue House Field (part) 10. Stoney Close  
11. Lower Field          12  Blue House Field (Chignal 
part) 
13. Taylors Field         14. Unnamed 
15. Further Brick Kiln Leys 16. Hither Brick Kiln Leys 
17. Great Chobbings (part)  18. Little Chobbings 
19. The Garden          20. Ozier Ground 
 
 By 1901 the tenants had changed.   John Payne, then 
aged 44 and described as farm bailiff, was living at Chobbings 
with his wife Esther and their two boys, Frederick (15) and 
Charles (13).   John came from Copford and his wife came 
from Finchingfield.   The two boys had both been born at 
Ingatestone so Chobbings couldn’t have been John’s first job.   
How extraordinary, after more than 200 years another John 
Payne arrived at Chobbings. 
 
 In 1909 the farm was again put up for sale following the 
death of Henry Wells.   The details were much the same as for 
the 1876 sale.   The catalogue noted that the farmhouse was 
timber built, with plaster and tiles.   The acreage was larger 
than the Lot 1 of 1876, amounting to 63a 2r 18p, but this was 
accounted for by the inclusion of Blue House Field which had 
been a separate lot in 1876.   The fields had been surveyed 
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again and their sizes differed by small amounts from those 
calculated at the time of the 1846 tithe map, in fact not one of 
the fields was given the same size!    
 
 In 1942 Chobbings Farm was again put up for sale.   
The Marriage family had continued to farm it through the 
various changes of ownership and now they bought the freehold.   
It had been a Marriage property back in 1812, had passed out of 
the family through marriage, and was now back in it again.   
The buyer, Llewellyn Marriage, was the great-great-nephew of 
the William Marriage who had owned it from 1812 to 1826.  
Llewellyn was then living at the Parsonage in Broomfield.   
There had been more merging of fields.   Pit Field, Round 
Gobles and Lashings were shown as a single field of 16a 1r 24p, 
and Little Chobbings and the Chignal part of Great Chobbings 
were also a single field, still small and amounting to 1a 3r 37p.   
The overall size was still the same as in 1909, at 63a 2 r 18p 
 
 Things have moved on a little since then.  Llewellyn 
Marriage died in 1960 and the farm passed to his son Henry.   
On May 4th 1981 Henry Marriage transferred the farm to his son 
Simon.   The farm then extended to just under 90 acres.   Blue 
House Field, the Lot 4 of the 1876 sale, is still a part of the farm 
though it has changed its name - it now Lost Field.  As other 
chapters have shown, fields do tend to change their names I 
wonder how that came about?   The origin of nearby Taylors 
Field remains a mystery - no Taylors ever seem to have been 
associated with Chobbings.   Henry Marriage tells me that the 
Old People said you should never call your property after your 
own name. 
 
 The house has changed hands too.  In 1942 it was 
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described as an old-world farmhouse with a large garden.   It 
had an entrance hall, 3 living rooms (2 with oven stoves), 
kitchen, pantry, three bedrooms, 2 outside privies and a 
wash-house with copper.   It was still divided into two 
tenancies - the tenants were then W Race and F H Terry - who 
shared the wash-house.   Now this has all changed, the 
farmhouse is back to its original single dwelling.   And the barn 
mentioned in the 1876 sale has been converted into a desirable 
residence. 
 

 
 
         Chopyns Barn in 2005 
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* * * * * * * * * * 
 

1570.   The tenement nowe Thomas Choppins maketh from 
William Everides towards the north halfe a rodd. (In left margin 
Wid: Wood and Emson below.  In right margin Peacock). 
 
1678.    The tenement sometime Choppins in ye occupation of 
John Emson of Chignall maketh from Staceys towards ye north 
by estimation half a rodd. 
 
1687.   The tenement sometime Choppens now in the 
occupation of John Hoare maketh from Staceys northward half a 
rod. 
 
1735.   Choppins - Jn Hores - ½ a rod. 
 
1843.   23. Chobbings, now occupied by W & H Marriage, 
maketh from no. 22 half a rod.  Owners W & H Marriage. 
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24. 
 

Scravels. 
 

 

 
 
 The first personal name that can be associated with 
Scravels is that of Damyoun.   In 1400 John and Isabel 
Damyoun sold land and houses in Broomfield to John Neville, 
father and son.  The fine of 1400 reads: 
 
 "John Nevyle the elder and John Nevyle the younger. 
 plaintiffs.        John  Damyoun  and  Isobel  his  
wife, 
 deforcients.       2 messuages and 16 acres of land in 
 Broomfield.      Plaintiff and the heirs of John Nevyle 



 

48 

 the elder to hold 1 messuage and 12 acres of land of 
 the chief lords, and also the remainder of 1 messuage 
 and 4 acres of land which Alice Benet holds for life 
 Consideration 10 marks." 
 
The connection with Scravels is that by 1570 the property had 
become known as Nevilles, although by then another family had 
come between the Nevilles and the 1570 owner, William 
Boosey, and it was they who gave it its present name. 
 
 Nevilles lived in Broomfield for many years, they were 
for several generation the village blacksmiths and were 
associated with both Swan House on Church Green and the 
property known as Podinges.  In a deed of 1474 Salamon 
Nevyle was mentioned as a previous owner of a paddock along 
Main Road, near where New Road now runs.   This may have 
been the family who bought the property that later became 
Scravels. 
 
 By 1524 the Scraffield family had arrived at Nevilles.   
William Scraffield was one of the Broomfield tax-payers on the 
Lay subsidy of 1524 and he was still there on the tax list of 
1544.   He may of course been in residence for some time 
before 1524.   It is known that William had three sons, Edward, 
Walter and Robert so there was every hope that the estate was 
secure in the Scraffield family for the foreseeable future.   Both 
William and his son Edward are on the 1544 tax list so perhaps 
Edward had left Nevilles and was living elsewhere in 
Broomfield.   Three years later William died. 
 
 Edward was still single when his father died but both 
Walter and Robert had married and William remembered Jane, 



 

49 

Robert's child in his will.   He also mentioned his cousin Simon 
who owned some property called Parkers in Chelmsford.   
Parkers was a large property in Tindal Street which was 
demolished in 1839-40 to make a space for the new London 
Road.   At around that time there was also another William 
Scraffield living in Chelmsford; he was a miller.   
 
 Edward Scraffield survived his father by only three 
years; he died in November 1550, still unmarried.   In his will 
he left some land in Writtle to his brother Robert, an interesting 
bequest because for long afterwards part of the Scravels estate 
lay within Writtle parish.   In 1561 Walter Scraffield died at 
Little Waltham, he had probably moved there when he married, 
leaving Robert and his family at Nevilles in Broomfield.   No 
children were mentioned in Walter's will so no doubt that line of 
the family died out.  William Scraffield the Chelmsford miller 
also died in that year and cousin Simon Scraffield had died a few 
years earlier in 1557.   Simon left a rent charge of 26/8d a year 
on Millfield in Springfield to be distributed on each Good Friday 
for the benefit of the "lame and bedrid" of Chelmsford.   The 
family was dying out. 
 
 Robert was probably the last of the male Scraffields; the 
parish register shows that he was buried on the 22nd February 
1563.   He too had Chelmsford connections for in 1552 the 
Chelmsford parish register, recording the baptism of Thomas, a 
servant child of William Mildmay, noted that Robert Scraffield 
of Broomfield was a witness.   The very last Scraffield in 
Broomfield was most likely Robert's widow for a Margaret 
Scrafyld was buried on the 24th August 1567.   Their only 
child, Jane, was still a minor when Robert died and a 
conveyance of 1563 reads: 
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 William Bendlowes, Serjeant at Law, Plaintiff 
 Robert Scraffield, son of William Scraffield, deceased, 
 and brother and heir of Walter Scraffield, deceased, 
 deforcient. 
 1 messuage, 1 barn, 2 gardens, 42 acres of land, 
 2 acres of meadow, 5 acres of pasture and 3 acres of 
 wood in Broomdield, Chignal St James and Writtle.  
 £140. 
 
Serjeant Bendlowes was one of Queen Elizabeth's senior 
barristers.   He had no known interest in Broomfield and was 
no doubt acting as trustee because the heiress was a minor.   
When the property was sold, perhaps on the death of her mother 
in 1567, the proceeds would have been used for Jane's benefit. 
 
 In the same year that saw the end of the Scraffields came 
the first mention of the Boosey family in Broomfield, another 
conveyance involving a messuage and 48 acres of land in 
Broomfield.   By 1570 the first fence list was showing that 
William Boosey was at Nevelles and during his ownership there 
came the first mentions of the Scraffield family in connection 
with the property, mostly due to the dreadful state of the nearby 
road.   At the Quarter Sessions in 1591 it was presented that "A 
lane called Scraffields Lane in the Parish of Broomfield, lying 
against the lands of William Boosey on the one side...so deep 
and noisome in many places that the Queen's liege people cannot 
pass through but in great danger".   In 1599 it was reported 
"William Boosey, that his ditches on either side of the highway 
from his house to Pleshey are stopped up so that it is very 
noisome". 
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 The Booseys were a prosperous family, owning land in 
Broomfield, Springfield, Chignal St James and Writtle.   The 
head of the family probably lived at the manor of Hawes in 
Chignal St James and William may have been a younger son, 
setting up on his own.   He became one of Broomfield's leading 
parishioners and was churchwarden in 1587.      He and his 
wife Elizabeth must have lived at Nevelles for around 40 years 
by the time he died in 1608.   The house was still known as 
Nevelles although the lane was by then called Scraffields and in 
his will William left his "messuage called Nevels" to his eldest 
son William together with its lands, meadows and pastures and 5 
acres of meadow in Writtle.   To his other son John he left 5 
acres of land in Broomfield plus a "joynd" bedstead that stood in 
the loft next to the door. 
 
 William the younger also took part in local affairs, 
though apparently less successfully than his father for in 1612, 
when constable of Broomfield, he was before the court for 
letting two vagrants go at large when they should have been 
escorted back to Stebbing.   In 1614 he was a trustee of the 
parish property but thereafter he disappears from the local 
records; no marriage or burial is recorded in the Broomfield 
registers so perhaps he returned to Chignal St James.   Around 
this time the property was known as Widow Boosey's, 
confirming that William had gone.  Elizabeth Boosey lived on 
at Scravels until her death there in 1627, nearly 60 years after 
she had moved there, and it was her second son, John, whom she 
appointed executor of her will.   Records no longer mention 
Nevelles, rather the house in Scrafields Lane, and John was the 
next to live there - indeed he may already have been living there 
with his mother although his elder brother was still the owner of 
Scravels.  
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 In her will Elizabeth Boosey gave "towards the repairs of 
the house and outbuildings whereof I now dwell the sum of £10 
to my son William Boosey owner thereof" and she also gave to 
William and his wife Mary to each of them a "two and twenty 
shilling piece of gold".   Her younger son John received all her 
goods and chattels not otherwise bequeathed and was executor 
of her will.   There was no mention of his wife or children so it 
can be assumed that he was then unmarried. 
 
 Hardly had John Boosey taken over Scravels when the 
house was burgled.   The culprit, John Preston, was caught, 
tried, found guilty of stealing £45 in gold coins, £26 in other 
money, a doublet worth 20 shillings, and a pair of stockings also 
worth 20 shillings.   He was committed to Colchester prison 
"for a felony of great value" and sentenced to be hanged; the 
punishment for burglary was extreme in those days.   £71 was a 
great deal of money when a labourer's wages were around £2 a 
year.    
 
 John Boosey probably married around 1632 and he and 
his wife Sarah had two children, also named John and Sarah.   
John Senr.  served as churchwarden and as a trustee of the 
parish land, and seems to have been a successful man for at his 
death in 1645 he owned Scravels, property in Chignal St James 
and Writtle (all very likely though the family connection), 
Chelmsford, Moulsham, Cressing and Faulkbourne, together 
with some copyhold land in Stock.   He left the Chelmsford and 
Moulsham properties to his daughter Sarah and the rest to his 
son John; both of whom were minors when their father died. 
 
           _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _   
           |                          |                              |                                   
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| 
John Boosey   Francis Boosey William Boosey  Thomas Boosey 
of Hawes,     of Newmans,    of Nevelles,      of Glovers, 
  Chignal          Chignal           Broomfield       
Broomfield 
 St James        St James           d1608 

m Elizabeth 
d1627                                                   

|                                          
    |                  |                   |                |                
|                | 

. 

William        Richard         Grace         Jane         
John         Mary 
 b1575          b1577         b1579        
      m          d1594            m               m           
d1645 
    Marry      Richard      Richard     m Sarah 
         Oddy         Mason     d1669 
              |                                     

   |     | 

                                            
|               . 

           John             
Sarah 
           b1633             
b1636 
           d1680 
           m Mary 
            b1629 
            d1715 
 
 

The descent of Scravels 
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The early Booseys 

 
 
  The second John Boosey to occupy Scravels was born in 
1633 and in 1658 he was appointed a trustee of the parish lands 
in succession to his father and uncle.   He also served several 
terms as overseer of the poor, a post he held at his death in 1680.   
The Hearth Tax of 1662 shows that he paid tax on four hearths, 
on a par with the Vicarage and Swan House.   The 1678 fence 
list shows Scravels as the "Tenement of John Boosey" but then 
the John has been crossed though and Abraham written above, it 
had clearly been updated.   John's tombstone in Broomfield 
churchyard read "John Boosey late of Scravels in Broomfield, 
Gentleman, who departed this life 28 November 1680". 
 
 John and Mary Boosey had three children, all girls, and 
he was the last son to inherit Scravels for more than 150 years.   
On his death he left his "mansion house" of Scravels to Mary.  
His lands in Stock and Buttsbury went to his second daughter 
Sarah while Elizabeth, his youngest daughter, received a farm in 
Epping.  The eldest daughter, Mary, had married John Voyce of 
Ulting and John left £100 to their daughter Love when she was 
21.   John's widow continued to live at Scravels, taking a full 
part in parish affairs for more than 30 years.   Mary Boosey was 
several times Overseer of the Poor and she also held the office of 
Surveyor.   An entry in the Vestry minutes for the 21st April 
1690 reads "Ordered that widow Green bring Ann Robinson her 
grandchild to Mrs Boosey the Overseer on Saturday next".   
The poor woman duly presented herself with the infant before 
Mary Boosey and she was allowed 6d a week for keeping Ann 
plus 5/- a year for clothes. 
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 On the 7th December 1715 Mary Boosey died at the 
grand old age of 86.   She had been widowed for 35 years and 
had lived at Scravels for some 60 years.  She lived through the 
reign of Charles I, Cromwell’s Commonwealth, the reigns of 
Charles II and James II, William and Mary, Anne, and into the 
reign of George I.  After her husband's death it is likely that her 
second daughter, Sarah, and her husband also lived at Scravels.   
Sarah had married a kinsman, Abraham Boosey and it is he 
whose name appeared as an amendment to the 1678 fence list.    
 
 Abraham Boosey also became involved in Parish affairs.   
From 1693 onwards he was a regular attendee at the vestry 
meetings, he was deputy surveyor (to his mother-in-law Mary 
Boosey), surveyor, and overseer of the poor.   Significantly the 
parish register recorded that he lived “at Scravels” rather than 
"of Scravels", it was his wife who had the interest in the 
property.   Abraham and Sarah had just one child, who they 
named John after Sarah's father.   The baby was baptised on the 
24th August 1700 and was buried just three days later.   
Abraham died in 1723 and Sarah followed him in 1737, "an 
ancient widow, relict of Abraham, formerly living at Scravels". 
 
 The inheritance of Scravels became complicated on the 
death of Sarah Boosey.  She owned one-third of it, her sisters 
Mary Voyce and Elizabeth Solmes each owned one-third.  
Sarah's only child had died in infancy and she left her third to 
her niece Katherine (Elizabeth's daughter) for life and then to her 
great-nephew Daniel Harrington, the son of Katherine's older 
sister Elizabeth.    Katherine died in 1749 and Daniel inherited 
another third through his mother.   He presumably bought out 
the remaining third from the Voyce family.   On his father's 
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death in 1759 Daniel also inherited the family's Little Waltham 
property, Little Waltham mill, and Little Waltham Hall where he 
lived as the lord of the manor. 
   
 Daniel Harrington probably never married.   He had no 
children, and when he died in 1797 at the age of 93 he left 
Scravels to his nephew John Judd who had married Elizabeth 
Harrington, the daughter of Daniel's brother Thomas.  Daniel 
never lived at Scravels; on his death it was occupied by a tenant, 
Timothy Surry, and a William Surry, living in Broomfield in 
1765, may have been Timothy's father.   Daniel was a dissenter, 
a member of the Independent (later Congregational) Church, and 
a subscription list of that church in 1777 shows that he 
contributed 10/6d and William Surry contributed £1.1.0.   It is 
possible that membership of the same church resulted in William 
being offered the tenancy of Scravels.   The Land Tax records 
for 1781 show Daniel as owner and William as tenant. 
 
 John Judd's father, also John Judd, had been a successful 
grocer and later hop merchant in Chelmsford.  He had bought 
the Ipswich Arms in New Street (later the judges lodgings) in 
1758 and with increasing prosperity he sold it and, in 1777, 
bought the Mansion House in the High Street (later the Essex 
Weekly News office and then the Royal Bank of Scotland).   In 
1787 he was High Sheriff of Essex.   He died in 1798; a year 
after his son had inherited Scravels. 
 
 By now John Judd jnr was already a man of property, 
having purchased Rolphs Farm and Foxtons in Little Waltham.   
He too became a prominent Chelmsford citizen, a Land Tax 
commissioner and a Justice of the Peace, and by the deaths of 
his father and his uncle Daniel Harrington he acquired a large 
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property portfolio including Sandford Mill, South House at 
Great Waltham, Baddow Hall and, in Broomfield, Gutters Farm.   
It was on the land of Gutters Farm that he decided to build his 
new mansion; it became Broomfield Lodge. 
 
 Back to Scravels, and the Lord of the Manor hadn't 
forgotten that Scravels contained copyhold land.   In 1803 the 
manor court met and noted that the yearly rent of 1/4d was due 
from John Judd in respect of "a messuage called Scravels 
abutting on the highway leading to Writtle" 
 
 John Judd died in 1808.   In his will, a simple document 
for someone with so many assets, he bequeathed "All my real 
and personal estate and effects whatsoever and wheresoever unto 
my dear wife Elizabeth".   Just under a year after his death 
Elizabeth married again, to David Pryor, some time of Clifford 
Street, Westminster, later of Old Bond Street, London; also of 
Grays Inn.   They were married on the 22nd July 1809.    
 
 In 1812 David Pryor made his will, curiously leaving his 
entire estate to Elizabeth Susannah Jones of Mill Hill, Hendon, 
whom he named as sole executrix.   His wife wasn't mentioned.  
A year later Broomfield Lodge was put up for sale, together with 
six acres of the Scravels estate.   He died in 1815 and when the 
will was proved, on the 22nd November that year, Elizabeth 
Jones, spinster, renounced the probate and it was granted to 
Elizabeth Pryor. 
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                John Boosey of Scravels, Gent.  b1633   d1680 
   m Mary   b1629    d1715 

 
 |                                   |                              
                                              |                          

Mary               Sarah   Elizabeth 
b1656                b1657 d1737                b1660 d1720 
m John Voyce  m Abraham Boosey  m Edward Solmes 
     |                      
  |      |      |      |      |     John   |Love |       
|      |      |                b1700 d1700            | 

.       |               

     Sarah  |      |      |                                                                
|   
        Susanna  |      |                                                                
| 
       Uriah   |                                                                
| 
            Richard               
| 
                    m Sarah Solmes              
|     

    |                         |                        |                    
|                  |                                 

                                                                                          
|   

Elizabeth               Mary                Sarah        
Katherine       Jane 
m Daniel                b1686              b1687        
b1690    m William 
Harrington                                                        
d1749        Warner 
      |

      |                                                                    

                                                                   
. 
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| 
Daniel Harrington   Edward Harrington 
 b1704 d1797      b1710 d1793 
     m Elizabeth Felton 
~~~~~~~~~~         | 
The Boosey            Elizabeth 
Inheritance         m (1) John Judd of Chelmsford 
d1808 
~~~~~~~~~~~                  m (2) David Prior of Broomfield 
d1815 
 
 The court of the Manors of Patching Hall and 
Broomfield Hall met on the 30th August 1815, when the Pryors 
still owned Scravels.   It next met on the 4th September 1816 
when it was recorded that: 
 
 David Pryor and Elizabeth his wife late Elizabeth Judd, 
who held to them and their heirs freely by deed of the said 
manor fealty suit of court and the yearly rent of 1/4d, a certain 
messuage called Scravels, have since the last court sold and 
alienated the same to Thomas Christy and his heirs" 
 
Thomas Christy through his attorney Charles George Parker paid 
1/4d. 
 
 Thomas Christy’s story is told more fully in the chapter 
on Brooklands, his residence in Broomfield.   Suffice to say 
that he bought the nearby farms of Priors, Philips, Webbs and 
Glovers as well as Scravels and he took a keen interest in his 
new acquisitions, recording the performance of the various fields 
in his crop book.    
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 By reference to his crop book Scravels farm can be 
readily identified, showing that the fields did not make a single 
block as might be expected.   Some of the Scravels land, Eddy 
Downs, Hawkins, Drinsells and Wren Field had Staceys and 
Priors lands between them and Scravels house.   
 
 The crop book also makes interesting reading for some 
of the comments on Scravels fields.   Today, Pear Tree Field is 
the only one which remains part of the Scravels estate: 
 
 
1821 Wood Field Sowed black oats Thin crop 
 
1822 Pear Tree Field   Peas   Middling crop 
 Wren Field     Black oats.  Thin & poor 
 
1823 Drinsells White oats  Strong good crop 
 Hawkins Half clover  Mown for hay 
   Half marrow ticks Fair crop 
 Wood Field Wheat   Very good 
 
1824 Pear Tree Field   Clover died, Ploughed up. Fallow 
 Wood Field Tares & cabbages 
 
1825 Wood Field Barley rather thin.  Very dry summer 
 Eddy Downs Barley   Rather poor crop 
   Drinsells.      Pasture, Done well considering hot dry 
   summer 
 
1826 Pear Tree Field  Peas but middleing owing to the heat 
 Wood Field Capital crop of turnips 
 Hawkins Barley & clover Capital crop 
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 Wren Field Mangles 
 
1827 Eddy Downs Beans & peas.   Failed from the 
heat 
 Wood Field     Barley   Good plant 

  
 

Scravels Farm c1822 
 In 1829 Thomas Christy let Scravels to William and 
Henry Marriage on a 14-year lease.   The annual rent was 
£151.10.0 for the 54 acres of Scravels plus another 47 acres of 
Christy's land elsewhere.  On the 8th July 1830 Henry Marriage 
married Susannah Smith, the daughter of Joseph Smith, a farmer 
at Great Bardfield, and came to live at Scravels.   Four children 
were born to Henry and Susannah at Scravels, Jane (1832), 
Charlotte (1833), Henry (1835) ad Mary (1840).   A fifth child 
was on the way when the lease expired and the Marriage family 
moved to Ayletts. 
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 For whatever reason, the Marriages didn't renew the 
lease of Scravels and the next lessee was Frederick Warner.   
Also a Quaker, he had offended the Society of Friends by 
marrying someone who wasn't a member, and in 1844 he was 
interviewed by a committee of the Society.   Frederick pointed 
out that, though not a member, his wife Elizabeth had been 
educated at a Friend's school and the examining committee 
reported this back to the Meeting.   Its decision was "We feel 
desirous to uphold the well known rule of the Society with 
respect to marriage, and altogether to disapprove and discourage 
marriages being accomplished at a Registrar's Office.   
However, as the young woman has a claim upon the Society 
having been brought up and educated amongst us, it may 
warrant the suspension of further proceedings".   So Frederick 
was allowed to remain a member, and a year later Elizabeth was 
also admitted to the Society. 
 
 
 On the 15th June 1846 Thomas Christy died at 
Brooklands at the age of 69.   He was succeeded there by his 
eldest son, Thomas, but Scravels was left to his second son, 
Samuel, together with Priors, Glovers, Philips and Webb's 
Farms.  Scravels was still copyhold and Thomas's death didn't 
go unnoticed.  At a manor court in 1847 Lady Stuart claimed 
from Samuel Christy his father's best beast; by the ancient right 
of heriot it became the property of the manor on Thomas 
Christy's death.   The actual taking of a beast may have become 
obsolete by 1847 for she agreed to take £5.6.0. in lieu. 
 
 In 1854 a new occupant arrived at Scravels.  Frederick 
Warner moved to nearby Melbourne Farm and his brother 
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Robert took his place.   Robert wasn't a farmer and in the 1850s 
Scravels was farmed by William Bott, who had the lease of 
Priors Farm.   Robert, born at Cripplegate in 1815 and educated 
at the Friend's School at Epping, had married Mary Ann 
Greenwood in 1838.   He had followed his father into the 
foundry business and was an engineer, hydraulics expert and 
bell-founder.   The business had been founded in 1763 with 
premises as 27 Jewis Street, London, and Hall Lane, 
Walton-on-the-Naze.   The family owned much property at 
Walton, including bathing grounds, and it was Robert's firm that 
made the first huge bell for the clock tower of the Houses of 
Parliament.   Weighing 15 tons, it was nicknamed Big Ben after 
the Commissioner of Works, Sir Benjamin Hall.   The Warners 
also owned valuable estates "in the antipodes". 
 
 Hydraulics and foundrywork may have been Robert's 
business but horticulture was his hobby.   He had five 
greenhouses constructed at Scravels, giving a total length of 140 
feet and a width of 22 feet under glass where he built up an 
enormous collection of orchids.   At one time it was reputed to 
be the finest collection in the world.   In collaboration with 
Benjamin Williams, the family's gardener at their home at 
Hoddesden, Robert produced the then definitive work on the 
species; called the Orchid Album it ran to eleven volumes.   
Alone, he produced another book on the subject, Select 
Orchidaceous Plants, he had an orchid named after him, Cattleya 
Warneri, and he was elected a fellow of the Linnean Society. 
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                                            Scravels 
                   Plan of the house, cottages and farm 
buildings. 
                 From a sketch c1850 in the Essex Record 
Office 
 
1. House                 2. Harness Room            3. 
Hen House 
4. Granary & Cart Shed  5. Stable & Cow House  6. Barley 
Barn 7. Wheat Barn                 8. Mangold Shed            
9. Shed to yard 
10 Shed to yard              11. Shed to yard              12 
Stable                      13. Coach House            14. 
Cottage                      15 Cottage 
 
 Robert Warner was also a keen apple grower.   He had a 
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fine orchard at Scravels and introduced at least one new variety, 
Warner's Seedling, which he exhibited in 1888 when it was 
awarded the R.H.S. First Class Certificate.   He is also reputed 
to have introduced another, Warner's Pippin.   This was 
exhibited in 1883 but the exhibitor was Mr Charles Ross of 
Newbury, Berkshire. 
 
 The manor court still hadn't forgotten that Scravels was 
copyhold.   In 1868 Samuel Christy, (now Christie-Miller; he 
had changed his name when he inherited the Miller property) 
was reminded that he owed the manor 1/4d rent.   Six years 
later he was reminded that he now owed 8/-.   Samuel seems to 
have ignored the demands. 
 
 In 1885 William Bott relinquished the tenancy of 
Scravels farm.   Lawrence Marriage, the fifth son of William 
Marriage of Broomfield, who was at that time farming at 
Fingrith Hall, Blackmore, wrote asking if he could take on the 
tenancy of Scravels.  Nothing seems to have some of it.   In 
1889 Samuel Christie-Miller died and was succeeded by his 
nephew Wakefield Christy, who also changed his name to 
Christie-Miller.   Robert Warner didn't renew his lease of 
Scravels and moved to Widford Lodge.   He was then 75 and 
when he moved he disposed of most of his orchid collection, 
taking only a few favourites with him.   He died in 1896 at the 
age of 81. 
 
 Wakefield Christie-Miller decided to have extensive 
works carried out at Scravels.   James Norrington of 
Broomfield was given the job,  and his repairs and renovations 
came to £750.    
It was no doubt at this time that the house was given its present 
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facade.   The old timber framed house was enclosed in a brick 
skin, much as it appears today, and much work was also done to 
the outbuildings and the greenhouses. 
 
 The next occupant of Scravels appears to have been a 
Mrs Mary Lucas; she appears in a directory of 1894 and on the 
electoral roll for 1895 and she seems to have been at Scravels 
until 1902.   She was followed by the Russell family; they had 
several children and they employed Mrs Herbert Seabrook of 
Butlers as governess.  The Russells had a motor car, quite a 
novelty in Edwardian Broomfield, and a chauffeur, a Mr 
Chipperfield.   It is thought that the dining-room wing of the 
present house was added during the Russells time there though 
the house was still owned by Wakefield Christie-Miller. 
 
 By 1910 the Russells had been replaced by the Gordon 
Dicksons.   Ashley Gordon Dickson was then 33, married with 
a son and a daughter.  A much travelled man, he was the author 
of a story "A shooting trip in Ceylon" which was published in 
The Patriot, the magazine of the National Service League.   He 
was also an intrepid horseman; he won prizes at the Richmond 
Horse Show and was a regular follower of the Essex Union 
Hunt.   In 1908 he formed an Essex brigade of the Royal Horse 
Artillery and was commissioned with the rank of major.   With 
his brother, Capt. Bertram Dickson, he made many flights in a 
Farman biplane and his experiences in the air were recounted in 
articles that appeared in the Essex Weekly News. 
 
 Major Gordon Dickson served with the Royal Field 
Artillery in World War I.   On the 8th June 1917 he was 
severely wounded and died 10 days later at Lady Murray's No. 
10 British Red Cross Hospital at Le Treport, France.   He was 



 

67 

40.   His widow continued to live at Scravels with her two 
children for another four years until, in 1921, they moved to the 
Well House. 
 
 A directory of 1922 shows a John Edward Glasson at 
Scravels.   It was probably around this time that Wakefield 
Christie-Miller decided to sell Scravels - it was in that year that 
he sold the old family seat at Brooklands.   Certainly by 1926 
Glasson had been replaced by a new owner, Mrs Jean Marie 
Sophia Chaplin.   A French lady, who had married an 
Englishman, she came to Scravels with her son Billy.   She 
carried out extensive alterations to the interior of the house; the 
present drawing room was made out of three smaller rooms and 
the old wide fireplaces were replaced by modern ones.   It 
proved to be another short-lived ownership for in 1928 Mrs 
Chaplin sold Scravels to L. Col. Claude Hardie DSO. 
 
 Col. Hardie arrived at Scravels from Stafford in March 
1928.  After distinguished service with the Royal Engineers in 
World War I he worked for the English Electric Co. at Stafford.   
When F & A Parkinson of Guisely, Yorkshire, took over the 
firm of Crompton & Co in 1927, changing the name to 
Crompton Parkinson, the chairman, Frank Parkinson, appointed 
Col. Hardie to take over the management of the firm as director 
and general manager.   At Scravels the Hardies employed three 
maids, a cook (who was paid £25 a year, her keep, and a 
uniform), a parlourmaid  a kitchenmaid, and two gardeners, 
father and son.   Every morning an ancient Daimler arrived at 
Scravels to take Col. Hardie to work.   It became a regular part 
of the Broomfield scene.    
 Their daughter Phillipa recalled her childhood days at 
Scravels: 
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 ‘I went to live at Scravels with my parents in March 
1928.   The house had a passage hall which was subsequently 
opened up with the room on the left, a drawing room on the 
right, further back on the right were the cellar steps, and a 
cloakroom.   The cellar frequently became flooded to a depth of 
several feet.   At the end of the hall on the left was the dining 
room and beyond that were the kitchen, pantry and larder. 
 
 There were no mains services at all; electricity was 
provided just for lighting by a generator in one of the 
outbuildings.   There was a well outside the back door which 
provided all the water - it was pumped into the house once a day 
by the generator (I can still remember the delicious taste of the 
fresh well water), and the drains went into a cesspit behind the 
lane next to the yard.   The cooking was done on a large kitchen 
range fired by coal, and when we went there the only heating in 
the house was from open fires although my father installed 
central heating later.   The bees which nested under the tiled 
wall were a feature of the house.  I was told they were lucky 
and that they had been there for very many years and the luck of 
the house would go if the bees were ever destroyed.  You could 
hear them buzzing from inside the main bedroom. 
 
 The stable yard was surrounded by outbuildings, the 
main one of which was the thatched barn, which was filled with 
hay for the ponies.   There was also a large pond in which were 
some enormous goldfish.   I can remember one occasion in a 
drought when the pond dried up completely.’ 
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            The Hardie family in the garden at Scravels,  
                with the wheat barn in the background. 
 
 Col. Hardie's wife died in 1937 and in the following year 
he sold Scravels and moved to Little Waltham.   After World 
War II he moved to the Channel Islands where he died in 1957.   
The new owner of Scravels was in fact an old one for Mrs 
Chaplin bought back the property.   Came World War II and 
the good lady found Scravels too noisy in wartime and so in 
1942 she sold the property again.   The new owner was Mr. 
James Mackintosh 
 
 James Mackintosh, a barrister-at-law, lived with his wife 
Rhona and their three boys, Alasdair, Lachlan and Ian, at 
Scravels from 1942 until they retired to Scotland in 1978.    
James, like so many of his predecessors at Scravels, became 
involved in local affairs.   From 1970 to 1977 he represented 
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Broomfield on the Essex County Council and was for many 
years president of Broomfield Cricket Club.    
 
 After the war the old orchard was replanted with over a 
hundred modern varieties of apple, mostly Cox.   Only a few of 
the large old trees were retained.    A hard tennis court was laid 
down and, in 1969, a swimming pool was built in the old rose 
garden.   In February 1977 a great storm brought down the 
thatched roof of the old wheat barn. 

                 
               Looking up at the roof of the wheat barn  
                        before the gale of 1977. 
 
 When Scravels was sold again in 1978 it had 9¼ acres of 
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land with it.   Most of the fields that comprised the farm had 
gone to neighbouring farms.   The property, which in 1942 had 
sold for £4,000, went for £64,000; the new owners were Reg and 
Marigold Bass, from Leigh-on-Sea.   In July 1977, just a year 
before the sale, listed building consent had been given to 
demolish the wheat barn, which had been damaged in the storm 
of that year.   The work hadn't been carried out when the 
property was sold, and Reg Bass decided to restore it.   The fine 
old barn was saved, though with a tiled roof instead of the 
thatch. 
 
 In 1985 Scravels was sold again.   The new owner was 
Derek Johnson, chairman and managing director of a shipping 
agency.   Scravels was nicely placed midway between the 
company office at Barking and the sharp end, Felixstowe docks.   
In addition to his responsibilities at Barking, a Justice of the 
Peace and a Freeman of the City of London, he has also taken a 
lively interest in Broomfield as Parish Councillor from 1991, 
and Broomfield's representative on the Association of 
Chelmsford Parish Councils. 
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* * * * * * * * * * 

 
1570.  The tenement sometime Nevelles and now William 
Booseys maketh from Thomas Choppins towards the north one 
rodd. (In left margin John Boosey). 
1678.   The tenement of John Boosey maketh from Choppins 
toward ye north one rodde. (John crossed through and Abraham 
inserted) 
1687.   The tenement of John Boosey maketh from Choppins 
northward one rod. 
1735.   Scravels - Mrs Boosey - A rod 
1843.   22.  Scravells, now occupied by Mr Warner, maketh 
from no. 21 one rod.  Owner Thomas Christy. 


